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ooks especially 
for youth 


CUDDLE BEAR OF PINEY FOREST by Anne M. Halladay. 
Cuddle Bear, son of Big Brown Mama and Papa Bear, 
is the subject of this delightfully enchanting fable. 
His adventures and explorations serve to teach him the 
basic principles which will mature him into a wise and 
good citizen of Piney Forest. Ages 6-9. $2.50 


OUR HAPPY FAMILY by Mabel Niedermeyer McCaw. 
A charming story of a little girl teaches tots about 
God, the Church and obeying parents. $1.75 


CACTUS by Virginia W. Struble. A loveable story of 
the brave little porcupine who found that sometimes it 
pays to be different. $1.75 


NEW FRIENDS FOR PEPE by Anne M. Halladay. Pepe, 
saddened by leaving his home and pals, learns an 
amazing truth about friendship. $1.75 


BALTI by Ella Huff Kepple. Complete with a glossary of basic Spanish terms, this 
ingenious tale of a Mexican boy, Candido, and his burro, Balti, will delight 
youngsters and teach them something of everyday life of Mexico. $2.50 


THIS IS GOD'S WORLD by Mabel Niedermeyer McCaw. Words of encouragement 
enable children to think of themselves as the most wonderful of God's creations, 
of the minutes and hours as precious gifts and time used in Christian ways. $1.75 


WEMBI, THE SINGER OF STORIES by Alice D. Cobble. 
An invitation to read 25 folk stories, authentic exam- 
ples of ancient African folklore. $2.75 

THE NEW LITTLE FUZZY GREEN WORM by Jessie Brown 
Marsh. An ingenious tale starring a little green cater- 


pillar whose debut into our exciting world was a time 
for exploration. Ages 4-7. $1.75 
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This Week's Cover 


This week we feature scenes 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, where 
the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ is meeting, 
August 2-7. At the top: Edin- 
burgh Castle and Art Galleries; 
bottom right, the Scott Monu- 
ment; bottom left, Usher Hall, 
where convention sessions are 
being held; center left, St. Giles 
Cathedral on the ‘Royal Mile.” 

At the center of the page we 
have the Arms of the city of 
Edinburgh. A seal with the 
three towers has been known 
since 1392. The motto Nisi 
Dominus Frustra . . . (“Except 
the Lord keep the city . . .”) 
dates from 1647. 

The city has kindly given us 
permission to reproduce the 
Arms, provided it is clear that 
the Corporation is not sponsor- 
ing either the magazine or the 
convention. 

We think this is a cover you 
will want to keep. 
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Like a New Leaf 


By Mrs. Jeanne Rousseau 


A Fath 


Live by 


“Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation .. .” 


2 Cor. 5:17a 


HENEVER one is moved to improve himself, 

to begin the New Year right, or to start 

afresh any time during the year, he is challenged 

to ‘‘turn over a new leaf.” While this expression 

usually refers to a new leaf in the book each of us 

writes in life, yet there is another meaning in “the 
new leaf.” 

A new leaf is usually small and green. When 
we begin a new work or service for God and man, 
we usually begin in a small way and sometimes 
“green.”” We may be unsure of our footing, feel 
our efforts are so small that they are hardly 
worthy of mention. Yet, like a new leaf, our 
service can grow and in quality it may mature until 
it is no longer “green.” Like an aging leaf, it may 
have taken on a deeper hue or even turned to gold, 
symbolizing the purity and pricelessness of the 
service rendered. 

Approaching a new Christian service or office 
which we have been asked to fulfill, we turn again 
to the many merits of the young leaf. When we 
hold it by its tender stem between our fingers, 
every facet points upward. Every effort we make 
in behalf of our service or office should have one 
goal: pointing to God. And, like the leaf, we reach 
out and encompass many areas of need. The veins 
in the leaf reach in many directions and each of 
these reaches on into numberless new areas. The 
veins in the leaf give strength and sustenance to 
the entire leaf just as our many endeavors bring 
help to the needy, comfort to the sorrowing, joy 
to the forgotten, and salvation to the unreached. 

Great is the service of one who begins his work 
in humility, growing larger in his work day by day 
and reaching further to bring help and love to many 
who might not have been reached if he had not 
plucked a ‘‘new leaf” and started anew. 


Dear God, We express gratitude to Thee 
for the opportunity of serving. We humbly 
beseech Thee for forgiveness where we have 
failed in doing our best. We ask Thy help 
and Thy strength in fulfilling the great tasks 
which you have for us. In the strength of 
Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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by Charles K. Green 


President, World Convention 
of Churches of Christ 


OME are born great, some 

achieve greatness, some have 
greatness thrust upon them” 
. . . SO wrote Shakespeare in 
Twelfth Night. As I assume the 
highest office our people can con- 
fer I am very conscious that, 
lacking any particular merit or 
achievement, it has been thrust 
upon me. 

The presidency of this World 
Convention is honorary and con- 
fers no executive responsibility. 
It is nevertheless full of honour. 
That honour I accepted on be- 
half of our people in these is- 
lands where our peculiar Chris- 
tian heritage finds its major 
roots and whence it has gone 
forth to witness in all corners 
of the globe. 

You will understand that I find 
myself filled with conflicting 
emotions of humility and pride, 
inadequacy and confidence, nerv- 
ousness and courage. I know in 
my heart, however, that all 
things needful will come to me 
by the grace of God and through 
the affection of my brethren. 

Why have we come together 


Unless otherwise noted, the King 
James Version of the Bible is used. 
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in our hundreds and in our thou- 
sands? What is the compelling 
purpose of our many and varied 
journeying? It is simply that 
we might have fellowship, a fel- 
lowship that is something more 
than visiting, comparing experi- 
ences, being friends and having 
a good time. For us, fellowship 
is nothing less than a sharing 
together in Christ and in his 
blessings. 

At the heart of our fellowship 
lies our sharing in God’s grace, 
in the gospel, in the promises, 
in the glory that shall be re- 
vealed, in the body and in the 
blood of Christ, in the Holy Spirit. 
Because we share together in 
these things, we share them to- 
gether with each other. 


Our relationship as Christians 
stems from this common shar- 
ing. It is expressed in love and 
unity, in mutual sympathy and 
service. Think of the phrases in 
the New Testament which. ex- 
press this relationship: fellow- 
prisoner, fellow-servant, fellow- 
soldier, partakers with, suffer 
with, comfort wth, build to- 
gether, and so on. 

We have come here that we 
might realise this togetherness, 
that our fellowship as members 
of Churches of Christ round the 
world might find vibrant expres- 


sion in our worship, our study, 
our adoration, our visiting; that 
this fellowship which at all 
times binds like-minded Chris- 
tians together, albeit uncon- 
sciously, might break surface, so 
to speak, and become a living 
reality to be seen in the crowds, 
to be felt in the worship, to be 
realised around the Lord’s Table. 

That these things may be, a 
theme has been provided, The 
Church Committed to Christ, 
Concerned for Man. The Church 
committed—pledged, bound to- 
gether with Christ, and there- 
fore concerned—literally ‘mixed 
together,” interested in, caring 
for, man. During this week as- 
pects of our theme will be dealt 
with in detail. Here I want to 
draw out its basic thought, try- 
ing to find a watchword for the 
week and a password to the 
years of Christian life and serv- 
ice which will follow. 

The Church is committed and 
concerned. I suggest that this 


Adapted from the full text 
of the presidential address of 
Charles K. Green, opening the 
sixth assembly of the World 
Convention of Churches of 
Christ, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Aug. 2, 1960. 
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commitment and this concern 
are bound together in one word, 
“stewardship,” for it is steward- 
ship which gives form and real- 
ity to our fellowship together 
and with Christ. 

Hence the theme of this ad- 
dress is stewardship, because it 
is just here that our commit- 
ment to Christ meets its acid 
test and it is in concern for man 
that that commitment finds its 
greatest opportunity for expres- 
sion. 


I would like to begin at the 
very beginning by reminding 
ourselves of what we believe. I 
would like to do this by remem- 
bering words which are the most 
commonly accepted expression of 
our faith, words which have 
come down to us from the early 
days of the primitive Church. 
Let us use them not as a cate- 
goric statement of belief but as 
an expression of our common 
Christian tradition: 


“I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth: And in Jesus Christ His 
only Son our Lord, Who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, Born 
of the Virgin Mary, Suffered un- 
der Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead and buried, He descended 
into hell, the third day He arose 
again from the dead, He ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 
Holy Catholic Church; the com- 
munion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting.... 
Amen.” 


The Holy Catholic Church .. . 
holy because it is of God, cath- 
olic because it is all-embracing; 
Church, well what do we mean 
by Church? 

The New Testament word ec- 
clesia does not mean a church 
building, for there were not any 
when the word was first used. 
It means the Christian commu- 
nity which had been gathered in 
Jerusalem by the preaching of 
the apostles. In Acts we read: 


. . and great fear came upon 
the whole church” (5:11). 
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. . and there arose on that 
day a great persecution against 
the church which was in Jerusa- 
lem” (8:1). 

“. . . but Saul laid waste the 
church” (8:3). 


This ecclesia was the commu- 
nity of those who, with the apos- 
tles, had accepted the belief that 
Jesus was Lord, had been bap- 
tised, had received forgiveness of 
sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. It soon ceased to be a 
local community and came to be 
the whole people of God, the 
heirs of the promises. 

For Paul, the church was still 
the community of the Messiah; 
this is surely why he never 
speaks of the Corinthian church, 
for example, but always of the 
Church in Corinth. This Mes- 
sianic community was not a 
group of people coming together 
of their own volition. It origi- 
nated in the redemptive act of 
God in Christ and lives through 
its unity with the Messiah in his 
death and _ resurrection, and 
through the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence the Pauline 
doctrine of the Church as the 
Body and the Bride of Christ. 

Paul uses the phrase “the 
Body of Christ’ almost inter- 
changeably with the word “ec- 
clesia” to describe the whole com- 
munity of believers. For exam- 
ple: 


“For as the body is one and 
hath many members, and all the 
members of the body, being many, 
are one body; so also is Christ: 
for in one spirit we are all bap- 
tised into one body, whether Jews 
or Greeks, whether bond or free; 





and were all made to drink of 
one spirit. For the body is not 
one member, but many.” (1 Cor. 
12:12f.) 


There can be only one body 
of Christ, as Christ himself is 
one and not divided and it is into 
that one Body that Christians 
are baptised and in that one 
body that they are set by God 
into their appropriate places. 
The idea of the Body of Christ 
is used to express the complete 
identification of Christ with his 
people and the spiritual soli- 
darity of his people without dis- 
tinction of race, sex, learning or 
social status. 

This essential unity of Chris- 
tians in the Body of Christ in- 
evitably means that every mem- 
ber has his own appointed place 
and function. All depend on 
each and each depends on all. 

This community, this body, 
this Church can only fulfill God’s 
purpose in his world insofar 
as it grows, in each generation, 
in fulness and perfection. The 
measure of that growth is stew- 
ardship. 


Now our physical bodies are 
the visible expressions of our 
souls; what our bodies do, what 
they think, how they behave, is 
all conditioned by our true na- 
tures. So it is with the Church; 
the way in which this Christian 
community behaves is an out- 
ward expression of its inner 
faith. Let us remember that the 
New Testament has no room for 
any distinction between a visible 
and invisible Church. The vis- 
ible is the invisible given expres- 

(Continued on page 23.) 


A Greeting from the President of the United States 
to the 1960 Edinburgh World Convention 


To those attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Convention 


of Churches of Christ (Disciples), I send greetings! 


United in 


faith and dedicated to service, the delegates to this Convention 
represent the strength of a great congregation of believers. As 
they further the traditional goals of free men: justice, mercy and 
humanitarian concern—they contribute to the welfare of mankind. 
I am delighted to add my best wishes for the success of this As- 


sembly. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


THE CHRISTIAN 
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For Greater Unity and Richer Fellowship 


EARLY 4,000 members of the Churches 

of Christ are in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
this week. Someone has said that this sixth 
assembly of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ is the largest convention 
ever assembled in Edinburgh during her long 
history. It is a representative gathering of 
our people who live in twenty-five different 
countries. 

It is our expectation that many members 
who are at home in their respective countries 
and congregations will feel a real sense of 
oneness with the convention this week. Many 
will be praying the prayers that we have 
printed in recent weeks. One of these 
(not written by the general secretary as we 
printed, but by five unnamed persons,) fur- 
nishes us with this editorial title. 

Many things separate men from one an- 
other. Leaving aside our divisions within 
the rest of the church world, and the inter- 
national troubles which beset us, there still 
remain enough differences within the Broth- 
erhood to cause us great concern. 

First, there is the name we use. Fortu- 
nately, none objects to the title the conven- 
tion uses. However, it is not the most com- 
mon one used, so far as numbers are con- 
cerned. In the United States and Canada we 
have the International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples of Christ). Nearly 
three thousand persons have traveled from 
these two nations to Edinburgh. In some 
communities in the Americas, the name 
Church of Christ is used. In various com- 
munities it may designate churches not as- 
sociated in the International Convention. In 
others, it may refer only to the “Churches 
of Christ,” a body of more than a million 
members, whom we designate with the un- 
satisfactory term ‘“non-organ” churches. 
Sometimes it is used by a church affiliated 
with the International Convention. 

The Edinburgh Assembly is visible proof 
that we are not going to let the name divide 
us any further than we are separated now. 
In fact, we are not divided as much in Edin- 
burgh as we are at home. 

Second, we need a unity that transcends 
national history, culture and differences that 
divide. We are different. Everyone is an 
individual, but there are group character- 
istics, too. You can tell an American as far 
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as you can see him! If any Texan, Cali- 
fornian or Hoosier thinks otherwise, let him 
test the first bobby he finds on point duty 
(“traffic cop” to the above gentlemen!). 

The Australians, New Zealanders, Canadi- 
ans and Americans are returning to the 
“homeland,” in many instances. They are 
all presumed to speak the same tongue. But 
it is not this cultural heritage that really 
binds us together. 

Looking over the program, we have noted 
several American names that could not have 
originated in the British Isles. Our unity 
is in Jesus Christ, whose we are. The tra- 
ditional pageant of flags which opened the 
Convention was a very real dedication of our- 
selves to serve Christ in our respective lands. 
The flags were carried in one parade, by 
bearers whose unity in Christ outreached 
their national differences. 

Third, we have not yet decided the scope 
of the famous phrase, “in opinions, liberty.” 
Opinions continue to divide us. We are 
agreed that there should be unity “in essen- 
tials” but what is opinion to one is essential 
to another. Some have crossed over the di- 
vide. They feel that there is no use to pre- 
tend to a non-existent unity. Therefore, 
those who do not concede any possibility of 
error in human interpretations of “opinion” 
do not feel that they can participate in a 
World Convention. 

There are probably many differences 
among those at Edinburgh. Some of them 
run deeply into the understanding of funda- 
mental doctrine. It is no attempt to smooth 
over, or underestimate, which brings the 
thousands together. It is rather a conviction 
that a richer fellowship may point the way 
to a greater unity than that which is now 
comprehended and practiced. 

It is high time that Christians, Disciples 
of Christ, members of the Churches of Christ, 
surveyed their present status with a view 
to a fuller participation in the will of God 
for his people. We cannot consider ourselves 
“Committed to Christ,” as the convention 
theme has it, unless we are “Concerned for 
Man.” 

Fellowship breeds understanding. Under- 
standing erases doubts. When doubts are 
gone, greater unity prevails. May Edin- 
burgh serve to these ends. 
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This article is reprinted from 
the RESTORATION REVIEW, Vol. 11, 
No. 1, by permission of Leroy 
Garrett, editor. 


N READING the injunctions 
of the Apostle Paul to the 
early church, I am often im- 
pressed by the hints they give 
us that even in that day there 
were differences of opinion and 
practice in matters of church life 
among the brethren. “I beseech 
you, brethren,” he said in writing 
to the church at Corinth, “that 
ye all speak the same thing and 
that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment. 
“For it hath been declared of 
you, my brethren, that there are 
contentions among you.” (KJV) 
As deep as the mystery of sin 
itself is this mystery of the sin 
of the divided Church of Christ. 
Yet its coming seems as inevi- 
table as the fall of man, rooted 
as it is in the blindness, the ar- 
rogance, the egotism, and in the 





Louis COCHRAN is a free-lance 
writer who is author of the fiction- 
alized biography about Alexander 
Campbell, “The Fool of God,” pub- 
lished by Duell, Sloan amd Pearce. 
The Abbott Book paperback edi- 
tion is now available in Great 
Britain. 
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pitiful self-righteousness of hu- 
man beings, then and now. 

As long as the apostles lived, 
as long as their voices were 
dominant, there was no real dis- 
unity. Inspired voices do not 
contradict. But after their pass- 
ing, and that of others who had 
been with Jesus, human error 
entered into the teachings, and 
dissension, unstilled by any com- 
manding voice; and apostasy 
was on its way. In each church 
were those who argued and dif- 
fered with their brethren on the 
interpretation of the Scriptures, 
and inevitably there came a de- 
parture from apostolic simplicity 
and practice; the gradual incor- 
poration of pagan customs and 
rites; a growth of worldliness in 
the church which brought about 
conditions that, within three hun- 
dred years after the death and 
resurrection, had destroyed the 
early unity of the Church of 
Christ, and scattered it into a 
thousand fragments. 

This is not the time or place 
to recount the story of the great 
schisms, or the rise of the war- 
ring sects, or the ascendency of 
the princes and the popes who, 
for over fifteen hundred years, 
ruled the spiritual, and often- 
times the temporal, Western 
world as the self-anointed vice- 
roys of God. There was unity 
in the church then, but it was 
the unity of force, of the rack 
and the faggot and the stake 
and the inquisition. But the 
world of the spirit is one of love, 
and can be ruled only by persua- 
sion; never by force. 

Mighty champions of truth 
arose to defend this principle: 
John Huss, and John Wycliffe, 
and the Lollards and the Wal- 
densians, and the great Martin 
Luther, and Zwingli and John 
Knox and John Calvin. But they 
were Reformers only, and in at- 
tempting to reform (as is in- 





The Unique Contribution of the 
Campbells to Christian Unity 


by Louis Cochran 


Author of “The Fool of God” 


evitable with reformers) they be- 
came as unbending and as rigid 
in their particular beliefs as their 
persecutors. Their followers 
broke away from Roman Cathol- 
icism and established themselves 
as separate religious parties, each 
wrapped smugly within its par- 
ticular germ of truth, denying 
to all others the name of Christ, 
and each thus further abusing 
and mutilating the body of our 
Lord. 

And then came the Campbells 
—Father Thomas and his great 
son, Alexander, preaching not 
only the restoration of the New 
Testament Church in its primal 
simplicity, but the equal fellow- 
ship of all believers under Christ; 
a plea not only to the clergy but 
to all the brethren, as Paul wrote 
to the Church at Ephesus, to 
“walk with lowliness and meek- 
ness, with long suffering, for- 
bearing one another in love, en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace.” 
(Ephesians 4:1) 

And in that advocacy of Chris- 
tian unity, in recognizing the 
responsibility as well as the true 
state, as fellow-Christians, of 
all followers of Jesus, the Camp- 
bells were distinctive and unique 
among the reformers and reli- 
gious leaders of all ages since 
the apostles. 

“The Church of Christ upon 
earth is essentially, intentionally 
and constitutionally one,” Thom- 
as Campbell declared in his im- 
mortal “Declaration and Ad- 
dress,” “It consists of all those 
in every place that profess their 
faith in Christ and obedience to 
Him in all things according to 
the Scriptures.” 

The resurrection of this basic 
fact from the rubble of many 
creeds is the outstanding con- 
tribution of our Brotherhood to 
the Christian world, and the su- 
preme justification of our exist- 
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ence. “A full knowledge of all 
revealed truth,” Thomas Camp- 
bell explained (Prop. 8), “is not 
necessary to entitle persons to 
membership in the church. 
Neither should they, for this pur- 
pose, be required to make a pro- 
fession more extensive than their 
knowledge.” But all, he em- 
phasized, “should love each other 
as brothers and be united as 
children of one family.” (Prop. 
9) 

This passion for full Christian 
fellowship according to the 
measure of our understanding is 
at the very marrow of our being 
as a Brotherhood, and if we have 
been false to that passion, be- 
cause of our bickering over mat- 
ters non-essential to Christian 
faith and practice—then it is our 
sin and our shame, and one for 
which we shall stand in the 
publican’s seat before the Lord. 

As the apostles maintained a 
unity of fellowship among the 
widely scattered churches of the 
New Testament days, so, like- 
wise, did the founding fathers of 
our Restoration Movement. And 
just as it was not until after the 
living witnesses to the life of the 
Master passed away that apostasy 
and dissension entered the body 
of His church, so it was not until 
after the giant figures of the 
Restoration Movement had passed 
from the earthly scene that real 
divisions occurred among us. 

There were rumblings and mut- 
terings from the beginning of 
our Movement; of this we have 
an inkling from many sources. 
But as long as Thomas and Alex- 
ander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, 
Walter Scott, “Raccoon” John 
Smith, Isaac Errett, Moses E. 
Lard and others like them re- 
mained among us, we stood basi- 
cally united in our call for a re- 
turn to the simple teachings, 
and to the brotherly love and 
forebearance of the New Testa- 
ment Church. And hungry souls 
by the hundreds of thousands 
answered that call—as long as we 
stood together, voicing together 
our common plea. 

The Campbells, in pursuit of 
their vision of “the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace,” had 
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no wish to leave the orthodox 
church. But the _ established 
church parties would have none 
of them. Why? Because they 
believed that men could hold fast 
to liberty in non-essentials and 
yet dwell together in unity, for- 
bearing in love. 

This was heresy! They were 
censured and rejected by the 
Presbyterians; and when their 
little congregation at Brush Run 
was invited to affiliate with the 
Redstone Baptist Association, 
they gladly entered that fold 
rather than constitute what they 
feared would be just another 
splinter-sect in the body of our 
Lord. But they were equally as 
uncomfortable in that affiliation, 
unable to accept the teachings 
of the Baptists that they alone 
held the keys to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and after seventeen 
years of tenuous membership 
they began, reluctantly, but with 
no other choice, to worship at 
last as a separate body of “Chris- 
tians only.” 

As Alexander wrote in the 
Millennial Harbinger in 1834, 
“All the world must see that we 
have been forced into a separate 
communion. We were driven out 
of doors, because we preferred 
the approbation of our Lord to 
the approbation of any sect in 
Christendom. If this be our 
weakness, we ought not to be 
despised; if this be our wisdom, 
we ought not to be condemned.” 

And so, seeking the approba- 
tion of our Lord, we continue un- 
willingly as a separate body to- 
day, championing the cause of 
unity among all disciples of 
Jesus. It is to our credit that 
we stand as a great body of 
Christians; it is our shame that 
we present considerably less than 
a united front to the world. And 
because of that, I think Alex- 
ander Campbell would say to all 
fractions of our great Brother- 
hood today: “Physician, heal thy- 
self!” 

Campbell foresaw that differ- 
ences would occur among us. In 
the Millennial Harbinger in 1834 
he wrote: “Where we cannot 
agree in opinion, we will agree 
to differ; and a free intercourse 


will do more to enlighten us and 
to reform all abuses than years 
of controversy and volumes of 
defamation.” In his great debate 
with Dr. Nathan L. Rice at Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, in 1843 he said: 


It is not the object of my 
efforts to make men think alike 
on a thousand themes. Let 
men think as they please on 
any matter of human opinion, 
and even upon the doctrines 
of religion, provided only that 
they hold the head Christ and 
keep His commandments. I 
have learned not only the 
theory but the fact that if you 
wish opinions to cease or to 
subside, you must not call up 
and debate everything that men 
think or say. You may debate 
anything into consequence or 
may, by a dignified silence, 
waste it into oblivion. 


This admonition was echoed 
during our lifetime by our own 
P. H. Welshimer, a preacher in 
the true tradition of Alexander 
Campbell. In his splendid little 
booklet, Concerning the Disci- 
ples, this great minister of 
Christ reminded us that: 


There was no unity in the 
apostolic church in non-essen- 
tials (matters of mere expedi- 
ency), but there was unity in 
the essentials. . . . In essentials, 
unity; in non-essentials, lib- 
erty; in all things, love. We 
have the right to our opinions 
about things of which the Lord 
has not spoken—the type of 
architecture; the kind of music, 
the number of instruments to 
be used, if any; the method of 
doing missionary work; the 
number of services to be held 
in a day; the length of a ser- 
mon; the style of clothing 
to be worn; and a hundred 
other things that are matters 
of mere expediency. They are 
not essential to salvation. In 
these we have the right to 
opinion, and the majority 
should rule. But in such mat- 
ters as the divinity of Christ, 
the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, the Christian ordinances, 


(Continued on page 26.) 
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Central Committee of 
World Council Meeting 
In Scotland Aug. 16-24 


Toward Unity... 


NEw YORK CritTy—Ways in 
which the world’s Protestant, 
Anglican and Orthodox churches 
can move toward closer unity 
will be surveyed at meetings at 
St. Andrews, Scotland. 


The meetings, Aug. 16-24, will be 
the annual sessions of the 90-mem- 
ber policy-making Central Commit- 
tee of the World Council of Churches, 
through which these confessions are 
seeking ways to overcome division. 

Attending in addition to the Com- 
mittee will be an estimated 300 
other leaders from many of the 
WCC’s 172 member churches in more 
than 50 countries. 


The selection of Scotland as the 
site for this year’s meeting com- 
memorates the 50th anniversary of 
the historic first World Missionary 
Conference held at Edinburgh. 


From this meeting the interna- 
tional missionary movement was 
developed which, together with the 
faith and order, and life and work 
movements, resulted in the forma- 
tion of the World Council in 1948. 

Participants include 64 from the 
USA, of which 25 will be attending 
the Central Committee. Two Dis- 
ciples will participate: George 
Walker Buckner, Indianapolis, Ind., 
executive secretary, Council on 
Christian Unity and editor of World 
Call; and Roy G. Ross, New York, 
N. Y., general secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S. A. 


“Weary of Statistics” 
Graham World Council 


Evangelism Speaker 


GENEvA—Evangelist Billly Gra- 
ham, in his first formal address to a 
World Council of Churches’ meet- 
ing, urged Churches everywhere to 
join in a mass evangelistic effort 
to bring Christ’s message to all men 
in the “crisis hour of world history.” 

He said that although he recog- 
nized the “dangers involved” in mass 
evangelism, he felt it could provide 
the basis for a united effort in 
which “the Churches will cooperate 
and labor together harmoniously 
and with great zeal. 

“I believe it is possible in mass 


10 (1002) 


The Church at Large 


World Council Central Committee to Meet in Scotland 


ha 


evangelism to reach a ‘depth of 
ecumenism’ that is more significant 
in some ways even than organiza- 
tional ecumenism,” Dr. Graham said. 


Speaking at an Evangelism Con- 
ference here sponsored by the World 
Council, he noted that mass evan- 
gelism was not a “20th century 
phenomenon.” This medium, he 
said, was used successfully in the 
early church and had played a major 
role ever since. 


Dr. Graham said he recognized 
fully “the dangers involved in mass 
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ST. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND—Historic ruins, including the medieval cathedral 

(below) and castle which served as an episcopal residence (top), are more 

than tourist targets at St. Andrews, where the Central Committee of the 

World Council of Churches meets Aug. 16-24. These ancient piles link Scots’ 
early faith with ecumenical Christianity today. 


evangelism, better perhaps. than 
most: the possibility of emotional 
disturbances, the temptation to over- 
emphasize statistics, the inclination 
to think of it as a panacea for all 
the ills of the church. 

“But I have never claimed that 
this method of evangelism is the 
only way. There are many methods 
of evangelism. Furthermore, I have 
long since grown weary of statistics. 
Yet there is abundant documenta- 
tion to show the lasting benefits of 
mass evangelism.” 
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ASIAN EDUCATION 


NEw YorK—A $28,000 Henry 
Luce Foundation grant has been 
made to the United Board for 
Christian Higher Education in 
Asia for its Asian community 
development and educational pro- 


grams. 

Dr. William P. Fenn, the 
board’s general secretary, said 
here that $15,000 of the grant 
will be used to strengthen the 
community development program 
at Silliman University, Dumag- 
uete, the Philippines; and 13,000 
for fellowships and teachers’ sal- 
aries to aid Tunghai University, 
Taichung, Taiwan, and Chung 
Chi College, Hong Kong. 


SPIRITUAL HUNGER 


SOUTH LANCASTER, Mass.— 
America’s weakened moral condi- 
tion is largely the result of 
“severe spiritual malnutrition.” 
several thousand persons were 
told here at the annual summer 
camp meeting of the Southern 
New England Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists. 

William A. Fagal of New York, 
pastor of the weekly religious 
telecast, “Faith for Today,” de- 
clared that “growing crime, 
payola and other moral aches 
and pains of the national body 
are symptoms of a dangerous 
spiritual anemia which can be as 
fatal for America as it was for 
the Roman Empire.” 


ATHEISTS UNQUALIFIED 


BALTIMORE, Mp.—Belief in God 
is a valid requirement for public 
office in Maryland, the State 
Court of Appeals ruled here. 

The decision was hailed by 
State Attorney General C. Ferdi- 
nand Sybert as in line with the 
Maryland Constitution which pro- 
vides for a “declaration of belief 
the existence of God” as a qual- 
ification for public office. 


PEACE EDUCATION 


New YorK—A five-year pro- 
gram of education and action in 
“Christian Responsibility for 
World Survival and Peace” has 
been undertaken by the National 
Council of Churches’ Department 
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of International Affairs. 


The new program, which will 
expand the department’s staff 
and activities, calls for increased 
work by liaison specialists with 
the United Nations, U. S. govern- 
ment agencies in international 
affairs, and ecumenical and de- 
nominational organizations con- 
cerned with world problems. 


PEACE ... PEACE 


LyNwoop, CALIF.—Lashing out 
against “tranquilizer righteous- 
ness,” a top official of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
declared here that tod many 
people have peace of mind when 
they shouldn’t have it. 

“It might be better if some 
politicans lay awake nights 
grappling with injustice, if some 
businessmen wore furrowed 
brows caused by anxiety over 
fraud, and if some preachers 
raised their voices over personal 
sin,” said R. R. Bietz of Glendale, 
president of the denomination’s 
Pacific Union Conference. 


METHODISTS IN GHANA 


LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND—The Meth- 
odist Conference of Great Britain 
voted unanimously at its annual 
meeting here to grant autonomy 
to the Methodist Church in 
Ghana as of January, 1961. 

Methodist mission work was 
started in Ghana, formerly the 
Gold Coast, in 1835 and has re- 
mained under the control of the 
British Conference since that 
time. 


RELEASED TIME 


SaLeM, OreE.—In a 4-3 vote, 
the Oregon Supreme Court up- 
held the constitutionality of a 
state law providing that public 
schools must release children for 
off-premises religious instruction 
during school hours if parents re- 
quest it. 

Reversing a lower court deci- 
sion, the Supreme Court said it 
was up to a pupil’s parents or 
guardian, not school officials, to 
determine whether he should re- 
ceive religious instruction during 
part of his school time. 
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Refugee Year Was 
Only a Beginning 


GENEVA—The World Refugee 
Year has not solved the refugee 
problem. Instead, the plight of 
homeless men, women and children 
everywhere continues to pose “enor- 
mous issues” not only for the refu- 
gees themselves, but for the whole 
of society. 

This was the finding of the Inter- 
national Committee for the World 
Refugee Year in a statement handed 
here to Claude de Kemoularia, 
special representative of United 
Nations General Secretary Dag 
Hammarskjold, at the close of 
twelve months of intersified effort 
for refugee resettlement and inte- 
gration. 

Launching of the World Refugee 
Year 12 months ago, the statement 
said, brought hope to millions of 
the world’s dispossessed and ful- 
filled it for tens of thousands. 

But, it stated, the Year “has not 
solved the refuge problem. Thou- 
sands still wait. A whole generation 
of refugee children is growing up 
in the squalor of camps or crowded 
slums.” 


Roman Catholic Hails 
World Council Advent 


New YorK—A Roman Catholic 
theologian has hailed the Ecumen- 
ical Movement of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches for producting an 
“openness of mind” in ecumenical 
circles “unparalleled in the history 
of Christianity.” 

“For this reason alone,” he said, 
“Catholics should be grateful to 
the World Council of Churches.” 

Father Gregory Baum, a member 
of the faculty of St. Basil’s Semin- 
ary in Toronto, made the comments 
in the June 24 issue of The Com- 
monweal, a national weekly pub- 
lished here by Catholic laymen. 

“ItAs no overstatement,” he said, 
“to claim that there have never 
been so many Protestants sincerely 
wanting to study the doctrines of 
the Catholic Church, to abandon in- 
herited prejudices, and to under- 
stand the Catholic Church as she 
is seen by her own members. 

“This does not mean,” he added, 
“that these men want to become 
Catholics! But they desire to grasp 
the Catholic vision of Christianity 
as far as this can be done from the 
outside.” 
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Would Welcome World War 
Communist China in 
“Orwellian” Nightmare 


ELMHuRST, ILL—Communist 
China’s “great leap forward”’—like 
a time machine—is speeding that 
country into an Orwellian night- 
mare, a Protestant missionary ex- 
pert on the Far East told the second 
National Youth Council of the 
United Church of Christ here. 


Dr. David M. Stowe of Boston 
characterized Red China as a nation 
that has partly fulfilled the prophecy 
of George Orwell in his _ book, 
1984, by showing how a whole pop- 
ulation “can be bound and broken 
on the wheel of a totalitarian regime 
not only physically but spiritually. 

“Nothing less than a complete 
transformation of values and pref- 
erences is acceptable to China’s 
masters,” the missions leader con- 
tinued. “The injunction to ‘kai 
szu-hsiang’—change your thoughts, 
or in biblical language, ‘repent’— 
has to be obeyed and a new state of 
existence achieved.” 


Dr. Stowe pointed out that China, 
with the largest population and the 
largest army in the world, is the 
“only significant nation which 
publicily welcomes world war’ as a 
national policy. 


Religion, Olympics 


RoME—Steps to provide for the 
religious needs of athletes and tour- 
ists expected in Rome for the 
Olympic Games starting August 25 
are being taken by the Federal 
Council of Italian Evangelical 
Churches. 

The council already has estab- 
lished a religious information cen- 
ter at the Methodist church here 
and has scheduled an ecumenical 
service in the Waldensian church 
for Sept. 4. 

It also is seeking permission to 
set up a booth at the Olympic’s 
Information Hall. The council will 
distribute information on the differ- 
ent denominations, names and ad- 
dresses of churches and languages 
in which religious services will be 
held. 


Nazarene Budget 


Kansas City, Mo.—A $10,000,000 
goal for world evangelism in 1960- 
64 was voted unanimously by the 
Church of the Nazarene Foreign 
Missionary Society here. This repre- 
sented a $1,000,000 increase over an 
earlier proposed goal. 
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Cigarettes— 


Cancerettes 


CorK, IRELAND—Roman Catholic 
Bishop Cornelius Lucey of Cork, in 
a warning to the children of this 
diocese against the danger of smok- 
ing, coined a new word for cigar- 
ettes—cancerettes. 

Declaring that the connection be- 
tween cigarette smoking and lung 
cancer is “undeniable,” he told a 
confirmation class here that “the 
heavier a smoker you are, the more 
likely you are to be a victim.” 


New Hymns Sought 


NEw YorK—New hymns are being 
sought for use in connection with 
the 40th anniversary of the National 
Council of Churches’ Department 
of Stewardship and Benevolence, to 
be observed next Dec. 12-16. The 
contest is being conducted for the 
department by the Hymn Society 
of America, which is co-sponsoring 
the search. 

Dr. Deane Edwards, executive 
secretary of the Hymn Society, an- 
nounced three themes with which 
the contest hymns may deal: “that 
God is the Creator and Owner of 
the earth; that man is the respon- 
sible steward of all that God has 
placed in his hands; and that man 
must some day render an account- 
ing to God, the Ultimate Owner.” 

The winning hymn will be pub- 
lished in the NCC department’s 
magazine, Stewardship Facts, for 
March, 1961. 


Baptists Back Council 


ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Delegates to the 
53rd annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Convention here 
adopted almost unanimously a res- 
olution endorsing the “purposes, 
policies and leadership” of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Thus, some 5,000 accredited dele- 
gates supported a recommendation 
of the Convention’s General Council, 
its top policy-making body, and in 
effect rejected a petition of the First 
Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan., one 
of the denomination’s largest con- 
gregations, that the ABC withdrew 


from the National Council of 
Churches. There were only a few 
scattered “noes” in the show of 


hands on the resolution. 


Lutheran Merger 


Rock ISLAND, ILL.—The largest 
Lutheran merger in American his- 
tory was made practically certain 
when the Augustana Lutheran 





Church, at its Centennial synod 
here, voted overwhelmingly in 
favor of the union. 

The other Lutheran bodies in- 
volved in the proposed merger are 
the United Lutheran Church in 
America, the Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, all of 
which are expected to give approval 
to the union at their respective con- 
ventions later this year. The re- 
sultant Church, which will have a 
baptized membership of 3,100,000, 
will be known as the Lutheran 
Church in America. 


@New YorK—Reports being re- 
ceived here by American mission 
groups disclose the severity of the 
earthquakes and tidal waves in 
southern Chile on Protestant church- 
es there with many being destroyed 
or damaged. Denominations which 
had serious church losses, include 
Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
Seventh-day Adventists, Southern 
Baptists, and International Church 
of the Four Square Gospel. 


Arminius Anniversary 
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JACOBUS ARMINIUS, celebrated 
Dutch Reformed theologian, is being 
honored on the 400th anniversary 
of his birth this year. Theologians 
from the U. S., Britain and Germany 
as well as Holland and other 
countries are participating in a 
symposium at The Hague, Nether- 
lands, Aug. 4-7. Author of the 
modified reformed theology, Armin- 
ianism, which received its name 
from him, he was a center of con- 
troversy throughout his career, al- 
though personally mild, amiable and 
undogmatic. 
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® South Australia 
Sir Philip S. Messent 


Sir Philip is one of the outstand- 
ing surgeons of Australia. At the 
early age of ten he became a mem- 
ber of the Park Street Church in 
Adelaide, South Australia, and has 
held membership in this same 
church ever since. 

He became an elder in his local 
congregation in 1930 and has held 
this office until the present time. 

At present he is the president of 
the Foreign Missions Committee of 
the Federal Conference of Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) in Australia. 

Sir Philip is one of the first citi- 
zens in the state of South Australia. 
He is well known as a surgeon in 
the medical fraternity and in 
church circles. 

Lady Messent will be with him in 
Edinburgh to attend the Sixth As- 
sembly of the World Convention. 


® Puerto Rico 


Mrs. Carmelo Alvarez 


Mrs. Elizabeth S. Alvarez, usually 
called “Elisa” by her friends, is one 
of the outstanding women of our 
Puerto Rican churches. She is the 
president of the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship on the island. 

Mrs. Alvarez was baptized in the 
Candelaria Christian Church in 
Bayamon 30 years ago. After grad- 
uating from high school, she be- 
came a régistered nurse. 

Across these years, Mrs. Alvarez 
has encouraged many girls from 
our Churches of Christ (Disciples) 
in Puerto Rico to prepare for a ca- 
reer in nursing. 

Having taken advantage of lead- 
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ership training programs offered by 
the Christian Education committee, 
by the Puerto Rican Council of 
Churches, and by the government 
of Puerto Rico, Mrs. Alvarez is a 
leading lay worker in the field of 
Christian education among the 
Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


Mrs. Alvarez attended the 1955 
World Convention in Toronto and 
is enthusiastic about the possibility 
of the 1965 World Convention being 
held in Puerto Rico. She is one of 
a delegatién of 17 in Edinburgh 
from Puerto Rico. 


® Japan 


Itoko Maeda 


A native of Japan, Itoko Maeda 
was born in 1918 in Tokyo. She was 
graduate from Joshi Seigakuin, the 
Disciples of Christ-sponsored Mar- 
garet K. Long Girls’ School in 
Tokyo. Later she taught for five 
years in this school, five years in 
another girls’ school, Keisen Joga- 
kuin in Tokyo, and was a counselor 
in a factory dormitory for women. 

She is a graduate of Aoyama 
Gakuin and Union Seminary, Tokyo; 
Eastern Mennonite College of Har- 
risonburg, Va., and The College of 
the Bible, Lexington, Ky. Miss 
Maeda went to Okinawa in 1956 as 
a missionary to work with the 
United Church of Christ in Okinawa. 


® Belgian Congo 


Bokeleale Jean 


It’s a long, long stride from a 
mud hut located in one of the 
swamp villages near the Lotumbe 
mission station to the Protestant 


Theological Seminary in Brussels, 
Belgium. Very few Congolese have 
made such a giant step. Bokeleale 
Jean is the first person from the 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) to do 
so. 

Bokeleale completed his primary 
schooling at our Lotumbe mission 
station. Then he was chosen to 
attend Congo Christian Institute at 
Bolenge, our higher school for train- 
ing leaders. There on the campus 
he proved to all his teachers that 
he had the making of a leader. 


A leader he has been ever since 
—at the school—at the church—on 
committees. He was an outstand- 
ing teacher at the institute for a 
dozen years or more. He and his 
wife and their five children always 
stood out when visitors from Eu- 
rope or America came to the school. 

It was on March 22, 1958, that 
a farewell party was held for Boke- 
leale Jean by the many friends he 
had at Bolenge and Coquilhatville. 
They gave him money for the win- 
ter clothes he would need to buy. 
The United Society offered a schol- 
arship for his seminary training in 
Brussels. 

During the past two years he has 
proved his ability to complete his 
course. He has been speaking in 
Protestant churches in Belgium. 
During the World’s Fair in Brussels 
he was presented to King Baudoin 
and many high officials of the Bel- 
gian government. 

Those attending the World Con- 
vention in Edinburgh saw and heard 
Bokeleale Jean as he participated 
in the convention program. 


® New Zealand 


E. Ray Vickery 


One of the six vice-presidents of 
the World Convention is E. Ray 
Vickery. He is also the leader of a 
delegation of 30 coming to the Edin- 
burgh convention. This is a high 
percentage when it is remembered 
that there are only 52 churches 
and 500 members in New Zealand. 

Mr. Vickery’s full-time work is 
that of being the minister of the 
Queen’s Drive Church of Christ 
(Disciples) in Lower Hutt, a suburb 
really of Wellington. This congre- 
gation, which he has served for four 
years, generously granted him a 
three-month leave of absence in or- 
der to attend the Convention. 

Mr. Vickery left home on July 2 
for Edinburgh. His travels took him 
to Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, Ja- 
karta, Singapore, Hong Kong, Bang- 
kok, Calcutta, Delhi, Teheran, Da- 
mascus, Tel Aviv, Athens, Rome, 
Geneva, Oberammergau, Paris, and 
London. He returns home via the 
United States. 
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By John Hornby 


HE tall, bearded young Indian entered the 
aaa of the principal of the Theological Col- 
lege, Punjab, India. 

“You asked for me?” Sundar Singh said quietly. 

The elderly American principal, wise through a 
lifetime dedicated to Christ, nodded to his pupil 
whom he regarded as the most brilliant he had ever 
taught. 

“You have very great gifts, Sundar. It is clear 
that you must become a preacher. Are you ready 
to be ordained?” 

The young man shook his head slowly. Sundar 
Singh knew what he must do. Weeks of prayer 
had showed him. 

“Should I be ordained I should have to choose 
one particular sect. That I cannot do, for Christ 
is above all divisions.” 

“Then what will you do?” 

“T shall go out into the villages and towns, bare- 
foot and wearing the yellow robe of a Sadhu [In- 
dian wandering preacher of any religion], and I 
shall preach to my people.” He added, with a 
grateful smile to the principal, “Christ is my or- 
dination.” 

“God be with you,” the principal said under- 
standingly, then amended it to, ‘God is with you.” 
So, carrying nothing but his Bible, Sundar Singh 
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began his travels. But to reach this starting point 
there had been another long journey full of danger 
and of testings of his faith. ... 

Sundar Singh was born in the north of India 
in 1889. His family were well-to-do Sikhs, proud, 
almost to arrogance, of their race with its great 
virtues of courage, discipline and honesty. They 
were even prouder of their Sikh religion. 

As a boy he went to school with many Christians 
—Indian, British, American. His family did not 
object. Nor did his father and brothers mind his 
possessing the Bible. Sundar read it, arrogantly 
confident that it held less than the holy books of 
Sikhism. 

Then, in 1904, tragedy hit him. His mother died. 
Sundar was inconsolable. The Sikh belief he pro- 
fessed did nothing to comfort him. Passages from 
the Sikh holy books were meaningless, empty 
words. 

He locked himself in his room, for three days 
refusing anyone admittance. Then the door 
opened and a radiant youngster came out. 

“You have changed!” they exclaimed. 

“I have found Christ,” he said quietly. “He 
came to me. He comforted me. Now I must serve 
Him.” 

His father and brothers were aghast. Then they 
told themselves that this was but a notion that 
would pass. But as the days went on Sundar 
Singh continually re-affirmed his decision to be- 
come a Christian. 

His family argued with him, quietly at first then 
angrily and fiercely. Their proud Sikh natures 
were shocked by his wish. His father and brothers 
lost their tempers. Arguments failed so they 
beat him. 

“Better he die than become a Christian,’ one 
member of his family shouted. 

“I am going to become a Christian,” Sundar 
Singh insisted. 

“Then you will leave this house and never be 
allowed in it again!” his father raved. He flung 
open the door and pushed him out. “Go!” 

That night he lay under the shelter of a tree. 
He was awakened by terrific pains. Poison had 
been added to his food to make certain that his 
family was not shamed by one of its members 
being a Christian. 

Almost at the point of death he staggered to 
his feet. Stumbling along in the ferocious Indian 
sun he made for the only place of refuge he 
knew—a mission station. He was fifteen years 
old. 

The missionaries took him in and nursed him 
back to health. He pleaded to be baptized. They 
told him he must learn more of the religion he 
sought before they would do that. He took in- 
struction eagerly; eventually he was _ baptized. 
Then followed years of study and the offer of 
ordination which he refused. 

He went into the villages, preaching. Curious 
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crowds gathered, sometimes to listen, sometimes 
to abuse him. 

In one village he was stoned. He wiped the 
blood from his face and to the crowd’s astonish- 
ment he smiled quietly. 

“My Master had worse than this to bear,” he 
said. “I am glad I am counted worthy to suffer 
for His sake.” 

Beyond him lay the foothills of the Himalayas, 
foothills that were mountains in their own right. 
Here lived people who had never heard of Christ. 
Sundar Singh went amongst them. 

One night, in one of the most desolate parts, 
Sundar Singh was attacked by a brigand. The 
man raised his daggar, ready to stab. Sundar 
Singh stood still, showing no fear, but he prayed: 

“Master, if it be Thy will, save me.” 

The would-be murderer’s hand dropped limply 
to his side. Then he choked out: “Holy man, 
follow me.” 

He led Sundar Singh up and down ravines until 
they came to a cave. The brigand produced a 
light. The cave was strewn with human bones. 

“These are the people I have killed.” The man 
flung himself at the Christian Sadhu’s feet. “Is 
there any hope for a murderer such as I?” 

Sundar Singh spent that night telling that man 
that Christ could help him. Eventually he sent 
the man to a mission station where he was baptized 
and served Christ for the rest of his life. 

Further and further went Sundar Singh on his 
solitary preaching missions. The high Himalayas 
to the north were a continual challenge to him. 
In their valleys and beyond them were millions 
of people who were barred by the mountains and 
by the decrees of their priests from hearing the 
gospel. White men were expressly forbidden to set 
foot in these lands. 

“But perhaps an Indian preacher could cross 
the barrier,’”’ Sundar Singh thought. 

He set out with a Tibetan companion, climbing 
higher and higher all the time; along cliff ledges 
where a single slip would send them hurtling to 
death on the rocks perhaps a thousand feet below; 
across great gorges by frail rope bridges, rotted 
by the weather. They went over slopes and pla- 
teaus of snow and ice. Suddenly Sundar Singh 
saw a man’s hand sticking from a snowdrift. 

“Do not stop!” cried his companion, for it was 
all-important that they reach shelter before 
nightfall. 

While his companion hurried on, Sundar Singh 
stopped, discovered that the man was still alive and 
carried him to shelter. On the way he passed his 
late companion, frozen to death. The man who 
had tried to save his own life had lost it; Sundar 
Singh, who had risked his life for another, saved 
his own. 

Sundar Singh reached the villages and preached 
in them, bringing light to those who had not 
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known it existed. He gained the hatred of super- 
stitious priests—but he was loved by those they 
held in thrall. 

“Come back!” the villagers pleaded, when he 
prepared to return to India. He did so, under- 
taking the tremendous journey time and time 
again. 

Church members in Southern India asked him to 
preach to them. He did so, and in Ceylon, Malaya, 
China and Japan. His welcome was tumultuous— 
but he returned to cross the Himalayas again. 

This time the superstitious priests pounced on 
him. They ordered his execution. Their method 
was to throw the condemned man into a deep 
well, cover the top and leave him there. 

This was done to Sundar Singh. His arm was 
badly damaged. He was in total darkness. There 
was hardly any air to breathe. Days and nights 
passed and his weakness increased. He prayed 
that God’s will should be done. 

There was a noise. Someone moved the well 
cover and dropped down a rope. A man’s voice told 
him to tie the rope around himself. He did so, and 
was hauled up to fall unconscious on the ground. 
When he recovered, his rescuer was gone. 

He continued his preaching with his enemies 
too astounded to stop him. 

Back again in India his father sent for him. He 
was happy to return home—and happier when he 
heard his father say: 

“IT have become a Christian, Sundar. 
of your work. What will you do next?” 

“People abroad want me to go and preach to 
them, but—” 

“You haven’t the fare?” Sundar nodded. 

“Then, since I cannot preach, I shall pay your 
fare.” 

Sundar Singh spoke at huge meetings in Europe 
and America where he was given tumultuous wel- 
comes. He brought many to Christ and gave 
thanks that he was able to do so. . . . but he said: 

“They have churches everywhere, they have the 
Bible. They can read it—the people in the Hima- 
layas and beyond have nothing. I promised to re- 
turn to them. To them I must go.” 

To them he tried to go. This time he was sick, 
seemingly almost at the point of death. But he 
joined a band of Tibetans and made for the danger- 
ous high passes of the Himalayas. 

Some days later his companions brought him 
back on a litter. He was expected to die. But 
he did not. 

In the early part of 1929, once again he went 
back towards Tibet, saying, “I shall return in the 
fall if all goes well.” 

He did not return. None of his friends in 
India or in the West have heard of him since. 
None know if he lives or if he has died. But if he 
lives he is preaching and God is with him. If he 
is not alive, then he is with God... . 


I know 
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Personal Encounter with God 


ae “Where the Scriptures Speak we. by the Editor 


Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-10. 


N OUR study of the great 

prophets of the 8th century 
B.C. we come now to Isaiah. Per- 
haps he is the best known of all. 
One reason for this is, I suppose, 
the fact that his book in the Old 
Testament is much longer than 
others. We shall have five les- 
sons now which deal with the 
life and work and message of 
Isaiah. 

Isaiah lived at the end of the 
8th century B.c. and had a min- 
istry of some 40 years. The text 
today tells us about the begin- 
ning of that ministry “in the 
year that King Uzziah died” 
(6:1). The circumstances sur- 
rounding the call of Isaiah are 
different than those which we 
have read about from other 
prophets. Each one heard the 
call of God in his own way. 

Each prophet, in his own way, 
met God face-to-face. If he had 
not done so he would never have 
become a prophet of God. We 
like to use new approaches to old 
subjects and when someone coins 
a new phrase it is widely used 
for a while.. Such is the case of 
the title of our lesson today. 
Isaiah had a personal encounter 
with God. We are indebted to 
some of the 20th century theo- 
logians for these two _ strong 
words, “personal encounter.” 
They are quite useful and mean- 
ingful. 

It has often been thought that 
Isaiah had the vision which is 
described in this lesson while he 
was in the temple in erusalem. 
He saw “the Lord sitting upon 
a throne... and his train filled 
the temple’ (Verse 1). The tem- 
ple had two main sections, a holy 
place and the holy of holies. In 
this latter section the ark of the 
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covenant rested. It was here 
that God dwelt, according to 
their belief. Of course, God was 
a spirit and not visible, in their 
thinking. 

In this setting, Isaiah saw the 
seraphim. This is a plural word 
suggesting more than one of 
these semi-human creatures, al- 
though the description goes back 
to the singular (Verse 2). 
Since the Hebrews considered 
the seraphim as mythical crea- 
tures of two worlds, the refer- 
ence to them here makes it quite 
clear that Isaiah is describing a 
vision which he had. 

The immediate impact of the 
vision of the Lord upon Isaiah 
was his conviction of sin. We 
might well turn the phrases of 
Verse 5 around beginning with 
the last in order to see the re- 
sults of the experience. The eyes 
of Isaiah had seen “the King, the 

















Lord of hosts.” This vision 
caused him to look at himself 
and come to the conclusion that 
he was “lost” and “a man of un- 
clean lips.” 

This is often the influence 
which holiness brings to bear 
upon evil. One does not have to 
be a degraded and inhuman sort 
of person to feel sinful in the 
presence of the Holy God. This 
was the case with Isaiah. The 
first step in the purification of 
the heart and the mind of a per- 
son is to recognize one’s weak- 
ness, or sin. This recognition 
had come to Isaiah. Next came 
his purification. This is sym- 
bolized by the picture of sera- 
phim (again the plural of the 
noun is used with the singular 
pronouns) who purfied the lips 
of Isaiah with a burning coal 
from the altar fire (Verses 6-7). 

Now that Isaiah senses his 
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cleanness in the presence of God 
once more, he is prepared to hear 
the voice of God speaking to 
him. It is a call to service: 
“Whom shall I send?” (Verse 
8). How often have you heard 
persons arguing that there is no 
mission in the world or that 
there is none for themselves, at 
least. They can see all kinds of 
reasons why primitive man 
should be left in his untouched 
state, and why the organized 
world religions are good enough 
for the people who have them. 
Therefore, they will not accept 
the universal aspect of Christi- 
anity and do something to help 
spread it abroad. 

Such persons do not hear the 
voice of God which seeks to send 
them out because their hearts 
have not been purified. They are 
still interested in the things of 
this world too much. Isaiah was 
in a position to hear the call and 


NE of the better-known Old 

Testament chapters is this 
account of Isaiah’s personal en- 
counter with the Living God. 
The encounter also served to be 
his call to the holy task of the 
prophecy. Even so this scrip- 
ture is a rewarding guide for un- 
derstanding the experience of 
worship. 

It is important that we recog- 
nize in Isaiah’s worship en- 
counter the unrest in his heart. 
Meaningful worship and_  en- 
counter with God often begins in 
the restless heart of the individ- 
ual as he approaches God in wor- 
ship aware of personal need. Be- 
cause of a national crisis Isaiah 
was in the Temple seeking a 
clearer perspective and sufficient 
strength for the hour. In life’s 
crises there is something assur- 
ing and strengthening in know- 
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he answered it simply and di- 
rectly: “Here am I! Send me.” 

The last two verses of the text 
are the most difficult to under- 
stand. These are the message 
which Isaiah is given to deliver 
to the people. You will want to 
read them very carefully and to 
consider what they look like they 
mean on the surface. Then you 
will ask yourself whether or not 
they can mean that, in the light 
of all you know about the nature 
of God. 

The one key word to the two 
verses is in the middle of the 
first one. It is the word “lest.’’ 
Isaiah is told to hear the people 
and not understand, and to help 
them to seal off their hearts, 
ears, and eyes lest they “turn 
and be healed.” If this is the 
message of God, this is the first 
time and the last time we ever 
heard him ask for such a sermon 
to be preached. 


r( oO Meaning for Today 


by B. L. Barnes 


ing the earth is still full of God’s 
Presence. 

Having been confronted with 
an awareness of God and having 
felt His forgiveness the wor- 
shiper is ready to see new truth. 
Feeling that he has been re- 
newed through the mercy of 
God, he is receptive to any 
further insights revealed. 

Isaiah left the worship experi- 
ence a changed man. True wor- 
ship so relates the worshiper to 
God that change is always im- 
minent. The encounter resulted 
in Isaiah’s acceptance of a call 
beyond his own capabilities, be- 
cause he became aware of the 
strength available to him from 
the Living God. 

It became evident to Isaiah 
that only as he invested his life 
in those pursuits consistent with 
the beatific vision he had been 


What, then, can we say about 
this message which Isaiah was 
to preach? The most under- 
standable explanation would be 
that this is stated as the result 
of Isaiah’s work, after he had 
preached awhile. All this might 
well apply to the people whose 
hearts were fat and who shut 
their eyes. They seemed to be 
afraid to open them and they did 
not want to be healed. This is 
understandable and we have 
often seen situations like this. 

Do not become so involved in 
the attempt to understand this 
passage that you overlook the 
basic lesson that we are expected 
to learn today. Isaiah had a 
personal encounter with God. He 
was convinced of his own sin. 
He was healed, he volunteered 
for service and he was sent out 
to preach. If you do not want 
to serve, you had better avoid a 
personal encounter with God. 


granted would his life be related 
harmoniously to this memorable 
vision. Worship isolated to the 
sanctuary is always incomplete, 
at best, momentary. A worship 
encounter with God is not fin- 
ished in the instant experienced. 
It may reveal a noble truth, but 
this insight is fragmented until 
it effects a change in the life of 
the worshiper. Isaiah became 
aware of a contribution his life 
could make and began a response 
that was a continuing worship 
process as he became a forth- 
teller for God. 

Worship remains incomplete 
until the experience it provides 
leads to such a total commit- 
ment. Worship bears fruit in 
the office, in the classroom, and 
in the shop. It bears fruit in 
the worshiper, prompting him 
to embody “love, joy, peace, pa- 
tience, kindness, goodness, faith- 
fulness, gentleness, self-control’ 
(Gal. 5:22). The constant en- 
counter with God through Chris- 
tian worship will inevitably 
change men in this direction. 
Truths still become so command- 
ing in worship they frequently 
call men to a total commitment 
akin to the call of Isaiah. 


(1009) 17 














The Desire to Be important 


A SIDEWALK flower vendor was 
not doing any business. Sud- 
denly a happy thought struck him 
and he put up this sign, “This gar- 
denia will make you feel important 
all day long for ten cents.” Im- 
mediately his sales began to in- 
crease. This desire is everywhere 
—people striving for position, work- 
ing for invitations, seeking offices, 
joining organizations, talking big— 
all in an effort to seem important. 

We might think this is a contem- 
porary phenomenon but it isn’t. 
Open your New Testament and read. 
One day when Jesus was at a pub- 
lic function He noticed how the 
people “chose out the chief seats,” 
the places of recognition, the places 
of importance. So, as He so often 
did, He told a story, saying, “When 
you are invited to a feast, do not 
go and select the place of major 
recognition, for a more honourable 
many may come and you may be 
asked to take a lower place.” Then 
He drove home His message with 
this telling sentence, “For everyone 
that exalteth himself shall be hum- 
bled; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.” On another oc- 
casion when they were going up to 
Jerusalem He overheard His disci- 
ples arguing amongst themselves. 
This involved His closest followers 
—He asked them what they were 
discussing on the way; they hesi- 
tated to tell Him because they 
didn’t like to admit that they were 
discussing which would be _ the 
greatest. These were the original 
“status seekers.” How human they 
were, but how disappointing it must 
have been to Jesus! For three years 
He had been teaching them that the 
significant thing was the service one 
could render and that humility was 
one of life’s highest virtues; yet 
here they were, thinking of their 
own importance. Whether it’s in 
the first century or the twentieth, 
human nature is much the same. 

Sometimes this desire to be im- 
portant can cause some unfortunate 
results. There is an old legend of 
a hermit who was so good and pure 
that he would do no wrong. The 
devil’s helpers tried all their tricks 
upon him, trying to make him sin, 
but none of the things that worked 
with other men had any effect on 
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him. He seemingly would do no 
wrong. Finally the devil himself 
took a hand. He said, “You are too 
crude. I'll show you how to make 
him sin.” So he went to him and 
said, “I hear that your brother has 
been made bishop of Alexandria.” 
That got him, Jealousy swept over 
him like a flood. Here he was a 
poor hermit, and his brother had a 
position of prestige and importance, 
and he gave in to jealousy and 
envy. 

Sometimes the desire to be im- 
portant causes men to resort to 
crude and awkward attempts to im- 
press others. You remember Mus- 
solinj strutting on his balcony, try- 
ing to convince the world he was 
an important man. It would have 
been humorous if it hadn’t been so 
tragic in some of its results. This 
is not confined to dictators, how- 
ever. There is a man in the Mid- 
dle West, rather prominent in busi- 
ness and political circles, who began 
every speech with the same sen- 
tence, “I am the president of five 
companies.” They say that this 
man was really an able person, but 
his constant attempt to impress 
others with his own importance 
only served to weaken his own 
cause and limit his influence. 

Sometimes this desire to be im- 
portant can set up false values and 
limit one’s happiness and satisfac- 
tion. One time Oliver Wendell 
Holmes and his wife attended a 
very fashionable affair in Washing- 
ton. Many dignitaries were there. 
Mrs. Holmes seemed to be particu- 
larly poised and to be having an 
unusually good time, so much so 
that on the way home in the cab 
Justice Holmes commented about it. 
She said, “I find it somehow easier 
to go into dinner ahead of all the 
company.” We're not speaking criti- 
cally of Mrs. Holmes. She was no 
doubt a very gracious lady, but one 
cannot help wondering. What if 
someone else went in first? What 
if someone else has the place of 
honor and importance? 

A student in a discussion group 
said, “Whatever I do I’ve got to be 
the top man. I’ll never be satisfied 
until I get to the top.” That creates 
a problem. One doesn’t like to dis- 
courage ambition; nothing is 


achieved without it, but is our am- 
bition to rise above others? Can 
one’s happiness come only if we 
have a place of more importance 
than others, and, if so, what about 
them? Every soldier can’t be a 
general, every member of the team 
can’t be captain, every member of 
an organization can’t be president. 

There are other facets to this 
problem, too. Much of our contem- 
porary life and culture has con- 
spired to destroy man’s sense of 
value and importance. The change 
from a rural to an urban society, 
the crowding together of a great 
number of people, mass production 
in industry have all tended to re- 
duce a sense of personal worth and 
value that was quite easy to main- 
tain in a former generation. 

Contrast that with the thought 
expressed in the New Testament. 
“Know ye not that ye are the tem- 
ple of God and the spirit of God 
dwells in you.” “The spirit himself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are children of God.’ Every 
individual is seen as important and 
sacred in the eyes of God. 

It is the teaching of Jesus that 
all men have some contribution to 
make; every act of service is im- 
portant in the eyes of God. Who 
knows what really is important as 
God sees us? John Henry Jawett 
was a great preacher and religious 
leader. He exercised an outstand- 
ing influence in both England and 
America. He spoke to multitudes; 
his books were read by many. He 
said the person that exercised the 
greatest influence in his life was a 
Sunday school teacher he had as a 
boy. This teacher was a very hum- 
ble man; he never spoke to a large 
audience or wrote a book, or did 
anything particularly outstanding. 
Who was the more important? Who 
knows? If the teacher had not done 
his work, Jawett might not have 
done his. One had five talents, the 
other only had two; both men did 
their best. That is all that’s re- 
quired of anyone. When one does 
that he has the assurance that his 
efforts and his life are important in 
the eyes of God. All men desire 
to have some sense of importance 
in their lives. It is the Christian 
faith that all men are important. 
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COQUILHATVILLE (July 22)—All 
but 17 Disciples’ missionaries—16 
men and one woman—have been 
evacuated from the strife-torn in- 
fant Republic of The Congo, accord- 
ing to reports originating here. 

Rising violence, danger of physi- 
cal harm by roving bands of Congo- 
lese mutineers, increasing interna- 
tional tensions are a part of the 
chaos and conflict as swift action 
was taken to evacuate missionaries 
and their families. 


BULLETIN: 7 Remain 


St. Louis (July 25)—Only seven 
missionaries—all men—now remain 
in The Congo, according to word re- 
ceived here today from Coquilhat- 
ville. 

Remaining are: Farmer, Davis, 
Harris, Taylor, Hobgood, Ross, Byer- 
lee. All are well and safe. 


It is reported that Christian 
Churches’ missionaries are un- 
harmed and that most of them, 
along with their families have been 
evacuated to Brussels, Belgium. 
However, an American Baptist mis- 
sion was sacked. The men were 
beaten and the women were raped. 

Radio communications were main- 
tained between the mission stations 
with exception of Boende, where 
the transmitter was confiscated by 
Congolese troops. 

Among those most recently re- 
turned to the United States is Miss 
Jane Heaton, who was stationed at 
Coquilhatville before being evacu- 
ated. She is now in Indianapolis. 
Robert G. Nelson, executive secre- 
tary of the department of Africa for 
the Division of World Mission, is 
directing operations for the Africa 
mission from here. 

On ‘July 16 The United Christian 
Missionary Society’s Division of 
World Mission cabled $10,000 to 
Brussels to meet the immediate ex- 
pense of transportation. 


INDIANAPOLIS—It was_ reported 
here that the missionaries found it 
necessary to leave with only the 
clothes on their backs, a small 
amount of baggage and money. 

On July 1 there were 63 adults and 
85 children among the missionary 
families in The Congo. Now 131 
have been evacuated. The Disciples 
have nine major mission stations in 
the Republic, 86 missionaries, 4 hos- 
pitals, 358 schools with 13,101 stu- 
dents and 1,101 churches with 122,- 
795 members. 


of the Brotherhood 


Although it was anybody’s guess 
as to how long the pressure would 
be on in The Congo, it was an- 
nounced by Virgil Sly, executive 
chairman of the Division of World 
Mission, that ‘we have no other ex- 
pectation than that we will be re- 
turning to our tasks in The Congo.” 


In Indianapolis it was estimated 
by Dr. Sly that the possible loss by 
destruction of property and looting 
of personal possessions of mission- 
aries may run into hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

Dr. Sly reported to the United 
Society’s board of managers that he 
believed the setback in Congo was 
temporary. He said: “We rejoice 
in the attitudes of our Congo Chris- 
tians and their steadfast concern 
for our missionaries and the future 
of the church.” 

There is need for emergency 
funds not only for transportation 
and care of missionary staff and 
their families, but also for the res- 
toration of personal losses and prop- 
erty destruction in The Congo. 

Some contributions have already 
been received by the United Society 
from churches and individuals. The 
United Society anticipates the ne- 
cessity of setting up an “Africa 
Emergency Fund” to meet the crisis. 

Following is a report on present 
location of Congo staff as of July 22. 

COQUILHATVILLE. Remaining here are 
Ben Hobgood, Bernard Davis, Garland 


Farmer and Robert G. Nelson. Evacu- 
ated from here to Brussels are Mrs. 
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Hobgood and children; Mrs. Davis and 
children; Miss Betty Erlewine; Mrs. 
Farmer and children; Miss Ruth Peter- 
son. On regular furlough from Coquil- 
hatville are Mr. and Mrs. Dean Corn- 
well and family; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Felkel and family. 


BoOLENGE. Remaining here are Allan 
Byerlee, Robert Dargitz, Louis Harris 
and Richard Taylor. Evacuated to 
Brussels as of this date are: Mrs. Byer- 
lee and children; Miss Faith Mc- 
Cracken; Mrs. Dargitz and _ children; 
Miss Margaret Finney; Mrs. Harris and 
child; Miss Fern McMillan; Miss Edna 
Poole and Mrs. Taylor and children. On 
regular furlough are: Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Alland and family; Miss Georgia 
Bateman; Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Tillery 
and family; and Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Dawson and family. 


MONIEKA. At last report Donald An- 
gle was still there, although at this time 
it was felt that he had been evacuated 
to another area. In Brussels from here 
is Miss Faye Feltner and Mrs. Angle 
and children. Dr. and Mrs. Gene John- 
son and family are on furlough. 


LOTUMBE. Although Mr. and Mrs. E. 
B. Smith and Dr. John Ross are here 
at this time, Mrs. Ross and son were 
evacuated to Accra, Ghana, and arrived 
in Indianapolis July 22. 


MONDOMBE. At last report Paul Snipes 
was either here or at Wema. Evacu- 
ated from here to Brussels were Mrs. 
Snipes and family; Miss Margaret 
. On furlough are Dr. and Mrs. 
Donald Baker and Miss Buena Stober. 


BoENDE. Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Wil- 
liams and family have been evacuated 
to Brussels. 


IFuMO. Ronald Anderson is in Wema. 
His wife and family have been evacu- 
ated to Brussels. 


WeMaA. As of this date Dr. Clifford 
Weare, Bill Denton and Danny Spencer 
are here. In Brussels are Mrs. Weare 
and children; Mrs. Denton and family; 
Mrs. Spencer and family. Mr. and Mrs. 
Claylon Weeks and family and Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Coburn and family are on 
furlough. 


ELIZABETHVILLE. Mr. and Mrs. Dick 
Dodson and family have been evacuated 
to Northern Rhodesia. 


Greetings to the World Convention 


GREETINGS: 

As the sixth assembly of the 
World Convention opens in Edin- 
burgh, we are reminded that the 


fellowship of the Disciples of 


Christ is world wide. The tie 
that binds us as Christian breth- 
ren knows no geographic, na- 
tional, or racial boundaries. 

We congratulate Charles Green 
on his effective leadership as 
president. When we gather in 
Louisville we will be strength- 
ened by the realization of the 
wide fellowship of our people 
which the Edinburgh Convention 
symbolizes. 


LoREN E. LAIR 


President 
International Convention of 
Christian Churches 


GREETINGS: 


The sixth assembly of the 
World Convention reminds us 
that for 30 years we have real- 
ized our world fellowship. In- 
terest and acquaintances have 
made us a world brotherhood 
and the World Convention has 
been our channel for this expe- 
rience. 

Americans and Canadians will 
gather in Louisville in October, 
realizing that we are a part of 
a wider fellowship. We extend 
our congratulations to Dr. Jesse 
M. Bader for his statesmanship 
in developing the Convention. 


GAINES M. Cook 

Executive Secretary 

International Convention of 
Christian Churches 
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Fraternal Delegates 
From Russian Church 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND—Attending 
the World Convention of Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) here are two 
fraternal delegates from Russia, 
representing “The All Union Coun- 
cil of Evangelical Christians-Bap- 
tists.” 


The men, Jakov Zhidkov and 
Alexander Karev, are president and 
general secretary respectively of an 
organization formulated following 
World War II. One part of this 
union called themselves “Evangeli- 
cal Christians” and the other part 
were Baptists. 


Leader of the “Evangelical Chris- 
tians” before the union was I. S. 
Prokhanoff who attended the first 
World Convention held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., in 1930. 

Mr. Zhidkov is a former member 
of the “Evangelical Christians,” 
which was considered a part of the 
Churches of Christ prior to member- 
ship in the Baptist World Alliance. 


To Jordan Hospital 


STILLWATER, OKLA.—Present at the 
World Convention of Churches of 
Christ in Edinburgh, Scotland, is 
Mrs. Grace Vickers, RN, who re- 
cently resigned as 
superintendent of 
nurses here at 
the Oklahoma 
State University 
infirmary. 

Mrs. Vickers is 
on her way to 
Jerusalem where 
she will work in 
the Spafford Me- 
morial Children’s 
_ hospital in the 
* Hashamite King- 

dom of Jordan. 

An active mem- 
ber of First Christian Church here, 
she is a past president of the Okla- 
homa State Nurses’ association and 
has served on the board of the 
State Guild of Christian Women’s 
Fellowship. 

At the hospital she will work 
with Arab refugee children and train 
others to do health and welfare 
work. Her service in Jerusalem will 
be with the American Colony Aid 
association. 


William G. Baker 
Appointed Lecturer 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND—William G. 
Baker, a Disciple of this city, has 
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been appointed as lecturer in prac- 
tical theology here in the Scottish 
Congregational College. 

The college invited Mr. Baker to 
undertake this work, not only be- 
cause of his ecumenical experience, 
but also because the staff and 
governing body value the Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) tradition. 

He will, of course, remain a mem- 
ber of the Churches of Christ. Mr. 
Baker is chairman of the World 
Convention local committee, how- 
ever because of his illness, David 
Black has been the acting chairman. 
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Youth at Edinburgh 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND—Over 250 
young people from Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) around the world 
have been living together at the 
Middleton Residential School, located 
about 14 miles from here. 


These youth have been transported 
back and forth in buses several 
times for their daily meals and to 
attend the convention session. Their 
ages are from 16 to 25. 


They participated in the World 
Convention program and in their 
own program at the youth camp on 
Aug. 6. 


World Convention 


@ Approximately 4,000 people 
from many nations have been 
attending the World Convention 
in Edinburgh this past week. This 
is the largest convention ever to 
meet in Edinburgh during its long 
history. One-third of all avail- 
able rooms in hotels, hostels and 
guest (tourist) homes have been 
used by delegates. 


@ The 469 delegates, who came 
over on the SS “Ivernia,” held a 
Communion service aboard ship, 
July 24. 


@ Today, Aug. 7, which is the 
last day of the convention, saw 
about 50 Christian Church min- 
isters from various countries, 
preach in the pulpits of different 
Communions in the Edinburgh 
area. 


@ The World Convention is mak- 
ing a color filmstrip of the Edin- 
burgh Assembly to be available 
for purchase from the World 
Convention office about Oct. 1. 
The cost will be $5 in American 
money and not quite £2 in British 
currency. 


@ Hugh D. Darsie, recently ap- 
pointed official observer at the 
United Nations for the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
(Disciples), is attending the con- 
vention in Edinburgh and re- 
ported to the assembly concern- 
ing the UN. 


@ Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Cleland of 
Australia concluded a month’s 
tour of America before coming 
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Assembly Capsules 


to Edinburgh to attend the World 
Convention. 


@ Because of the large attend- 
ance at the World Convention, 
the program committee, in co- 
operation with the Edinburgh 
local committee, secured the 
Waverly Market building for the 
larger luncheons and high teas 
during the week. 


@ The World Convention Com- 
munion service will be held this 
afternoon (Aug. 7) in two places, 
Usher Hall, seating about 3,000 
and The Lothian Road Church of 
Scotland, seating 1,000. The two 
places are across the street from 
each other. 


@Two offerings, taken during 
the World Convention, will be 
received today. The offering 
received during the Communion 
service will go to refugee work 
and the offering received at the 
evening service will be given as 
a “love offering” to the British 
churches to use as they think 
best. 


@ There are 17 delegates present 
from Puerto Rico, representing 
a membership of some 8,000 Chris- 
tian Church people on the island. 


@Jo M. Riley, minister of Cen- 
tral Christian Church, Decatur, 
Ill., and Myron C. Cole, minister 
of Central Church, Indianapolis, 
Ind., are in charge of the World 
Convention Communion § service 
planned for this afternoon. 
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A Katona, I4—William W. Mc- 
Dermet, Jr., recent graduate of the 
Brite College of the Bible, Fort 
Worth, Texas, began work June 19 as 
pastor of the United Christian and 
Baptist Church here. Three years 
Baptist and Christian 
Churches of this city merged to 
form the United Church. 


AMANHATTAN, Kan.— Donald 
Clingan, minister of First Christian 
Church, Lyons, Kan., has been called 
as pastor of First Christian Church 
here. 


A Sarasota, Fira—Paul C. Mills 
was installed as minister of First 
Christian Church here following a 
period of service as assistant min- 
ister of Peachtree Church in At- 
lanta, Ga. 


A DENVER, CoLo.—Donald McKay, 
pastor of First Christian Church, In- 
dependence, Kan., for nearly 13 
years, became the new minister of 
Central Christian Church here on 
July 15. 


A FRESNO, CaLir.—First Christian 
Church here has called Malcolm 
McCallum as minister of Christian 
education. He formerly served as 
pastor of the Christian Church in 
Butte City, Calif. 


A WATSEKA, ILL.—Dr. W. B. Blake- 
more, dean of Disciples Divinity 
House of Chicago University, was 
the speaker at the installation serv- 
ice for Melvin Ray Schultz, new pas- 
tor of First Christian Church here. 
Mr. Schultz recently closed a five- 
year pastorate with the Henry, IIL, 
Christian Church. 


A BENTON HARBOR, MICH.—Miss 
Mary Ellen LaRue, a June graduate 
of The College of the Bible, Lex- 
ington, Ky., is the new minister at 
Millburg Christian Church here. 


AWINCHESTER, Ky.—Allan C. 
Garner, pastor of Kingsway Chris- 
tian Church, Memphis, Tenn., for 
the past three years, has resigned 
to accept the pastorate of First 
Christian Church here. He will be- 
gin his new work about Sept. 1, fol- 
lowing his return from the- World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
and a tour of Europe. 


A BREMERTON, WaASH.—Robert L. 
Lane, a recent graduate of the Di- 
vinity School, Drake University, Des 
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Moines, Ia., has accepted a call from 
Westpark Christian Church to serve 
as the pastor. He began his work 
here Aug. 1. 


A BERKELEY, CaLiFr.—Frank Thomas 
became the minister of music at 
University Christian Church here on 
July 1. He is a graduate of Chap- 
man College, Orange, Calif., and the 
Pacific School of Religion here. He 
also holds the M.A. degree in music 
from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. 


A TORONTO, CaNaDA—Miss Joan 
Ledger has been called by the All- 
Canada Committee of the Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) as associate 
secretary with special responsibility 
in Christian education. Her home 
church is the Fern Avenue Church 
of Christ located here. A graduate 
of McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Ont., she has had much experience 
in the field of Christian education. 


Chaplains Retreat 


LONDON, ENG.—Prior to attend- 
ing the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ in Edinburgh, 
Disciple chaplains among the United 
States Army and Air Force who are 
presently stationed in Europe, held 
a retreat at High Leigh, Hoddeson, 
Hertfordshire which is about 19 
miles north of here. 

The theme for the retreat was 
“The Church’s Response to a Dis- 
turbed World’s Cry.” 

Civilian speakers included Dr. 
Franklin E. Rector, of Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Assistant Dean Wm. N. Weaver 
of the Federated faculty, University 
of Chicago; Willard M. Wickizer, of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Ind.; and Don- 
ald L. Helseth, minister, Birming- 
ham, England. 

Disciple chaplains who led in the 
retreat program included: Major 
George Fisher, Lt. Col. Jesse Coburn, 
Major George Lollis, Major Robert 
Scott, Major Harold Combs, Major 
Raymond Horner, Major Hal Martin, 
Colonel Mitchell Phillips, Major 
Brady Brown, Captain Charles Trin- 
kle, Captain Roy Johnston, Captain 
Edwin Porter and Major Joseph 
Schuler. 

Carl M. Boyd, director, Chap- 
laincy Services, Disciples of Christ, 
Indianapolis, Ind., was in charge of 
the retreat. 


Outdoor Baptistry 
Has Unique Features 


HOMESTEAD, FLa—South Dade 
Christian Church here has an out- 
door baptistry that has aroused con- 
siderable interest because of its un- 
usual design. 

George H. Holwager, minister, 
says that the baptistry has “an un- 
der-water seat and candidates are 
immersed from a sitting position. 
Less depth of water is required and 
it helps to relieve the tension of 
those who fear the water. I have 
found that baptism can be admin- 
istered from this position with more 
ease, particularly when handling 
larger persons, and with more dig- 
nity. Candidates can be lowered 
and raised more slowly, reverently 
and with scarcely a ripple of the 
water.” 

The baptistry is located in an “or- 
chid patio” off the north porch of 
the church’s fellowship hall and is 
surrounded by a variety of tropical 
plants. A fern-covered water-fall 
provides psychological air-condition- 
ing on warm Sundays and the patio 
is used throughout the week as a 
private meditation spot. 

The baptistry has a separate set 
of steps by which the administrator 
may descend to the level of the 
floor of the baptistry without going 
into the water. He leans over the 
wall, seen in the center of the pic- 
ture, to perform the rite. The wall 





Outdoor Baptistry 


does not interfere since it is only a 
few inches wide. Instead, it gives 
firm support to the minister and 
aids him in a dignified performance 
at the service. Since he does not 
enter the water, only a single rub- 
ber sleeve is required to equip the 
pastor and he can move quickly 
from baptistry back to chancel with 
no break in the worship service. 


(1013) 21 





MISSOURI CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP re- 
treat was held recently at Culver-Stockton College, 
Canton. A total of 288 attended. Leaders of the re- - 
treat are pictured —— ~~ Mrs. Joseph 4 Kraus, 
Canton; Mrs. Altha Coleman, Canton; Mrs. J. R. Thomson, 
FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE as a church Eldon; Mrs. Pauline Thames, Fort Worth, Texas; and 
school teacher in First Christian Church, Miss Helen Gilbert, Des Moines, Iowa 
Ravenna, Ohio, is the record of Mrs. L. J. . * 
Frank (seated). She began teaching a class 
of eight-year-old boys and for the past 40 
years she has taught the Star Builders 
Class. At a recent reception she was pre- 
sented with a plaque by Dana Lyon, pres- 
ident of the class. Also pictured are (left): 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hinch, Mrs. Kenneth Kin- 
dig (center), and Mr. Kindig, the minister. 


DISABLED AMERICAN VET- 
ERANS of California presented 
a citation to Ed Muegge, Jr., 
Christian Church minister, for 
his “extraordinary veterans 
administration hospital work. 
Mr. Muegge (right) received 
the award at the recent state 
convention of the veterans’ 
organization held in Long 
Beach. 


NEWS 


BOY SCOUT GOD AND COUNTRY 
awards were presented to (from 
left): Mike Howell, Bill Swisher, Bob 
Swisher and Larry Jaeger at the 
morning worship service of Central 
Christian Church, Wichita, Kan. 


KINGSWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Memphis, Tenn., recently dedicated 
this new $80,000 education building 
on the church’s 1l-acre building site. 
Pictured with the minister, Allen C. 
Garner (holding bat), are members | 
of one of three baseball teams spon- 
sored by this new and growing con- 
gregation. Bill Holland, athletic di- 
rector, stands beside the minister as 
the group discusses pre-game strat- 
egy. 
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—Committed to Christ 
(Continued from page 6.) 


sion in act and deed. The world 
sees us behaving in certain ways 
and it judges us accordingly; the 
world sees the Church behaving 
in certain ways and again it 
judges accordingly. 

“Steward” is an honest Anglo- 
Saxon word coming from stig 
meaning hall or house, and 
weard meaning warden, the 
steward being he who was re- 
sponsible for hall and manor and 
all that went on therein. He was 
responsible to his lord for all 
these things, his lord frequently 
being away on the king’s service. 

Christian stewardship is an ex- 
act parallel. We are the stew- 
ards and as such are responsible 
for everything the Lord has left 
in our care. It is not simply a 
matter of paying God a percent- 
age for the privilege of using his 
property. Even tithing does not 





No. 1 Saver Attending 
Edinburgh Convention 


MONAHANS, TExAS—Weems S. 
Dykes, minister of First Christian 
Church here, was the first one to 
begin a World Convention savings 
account with the Board of Church 
Extension. 

The account was opened in 1956 
and since that time Mr. Dykes has 
added to the account. This money, 
along with help from friends and 
churches, enabled him to sail from 
Montreal on July 3 to attend the con- 
vention and also to visit in Europe. 

As a result of this savings-account 
experience with the Board of 
Church Extension Mr. Dykes says: 


“I am grateful that our church 
has an organization like the Board 
of Church Extension that makes 
this service available to those who 
like to plan ahead for such events. 

“I am grateful that by saving I 
am assured the fellowship and spir- 
itual dividends that will result from 
the World Convention I will attend. 

“I am grateful that I will be able 
to share a wonderful experience 
with others when I return home. 

“I am grateful that I will be en- 
abled to renew acquaintances and 
friendships that I made in England 
in 1951 when I preached at Great 
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fulfill the whole duty of man to 
his God. The true steward feels 
himself accountable to God for 
everything that comes into his 
hands. 


And everything means literally 
everything; not just money (how 
easy stewardship would be if it 
concerned only money!) but all 
things which have come to us 
from God. This includes our 
abilities, our time, our work, our 
leisure, our money; in short the 
whole activity of life. 


Stewardship therefore really 
refers to what we are, rather 
than to what we have. It begins 
with us as Christians. If we see 
ourselves truly as the ecclesia, 
the community of called-out be- 
lievers, stewardship of what we 
have falls naturally into its 
rightful place and takes care of 
itself. We begin to use our all 
as Christians. Just what is our 
all is different for each one of 
us. 


Frances Street Church of Christ in 
Birmingham. Also to visit with 
William Baker, who preached at 
Canyon, Texas, in 1948 when I was 
serving there as minister. 

“Finally, I would like to add a 
bit of scripture in regard to saving 
for attendance at World Conven- 
tions through our Board of Church 
Extension, ‘Go and do likewise.’” 


Honolulu Entertains 


HONOLULU, Hawaltli—Neal K. Mc- 
Gowan, interim minister here at 
First Christian Church, reports that 
groups en route to the Edinburgh 
convention, although going in oppo- 
site directions, have stopped off for 
brief visits. 

First, a tour group of 18 from 
the mainland passed this way en 
route to Edinburgh via Pan-Am air- 
ways under the direction of Walter 
Cardwell of The United Christian 
Missionary Society. People from 
First Church met them at the air- 
port with leis and served them a 
typical pot-luck dinner after a day 
of sight-seeing. The climax was 
the serving of the Lord’s Supper to 
the group, along with 100 people 
from the church. 

Later a party of four arrived from 
Australia and New Zealand, moving 
in the opposite direction but toward 











We have special dangers to 


guard against, those of us who 
have no special virtue or out- 
standing ability. 
to feel that God has no right to 
expect very much from us for 


How easy it is 


there is so little we can do! How 


easy it is to be resentful, bear- 


ing a grudge against life for 
treating us so scurvily! How 


prone we are to envy those 


blessed with five and even two 
talents! 

We even accuse God of reap- 
ing where he has not sown, for- 
getting that criticism of God and 


man is the escape-hatch of those 


who do not see that in their 
seeming mediocrity there is gp- 
portunity for stewardship. We 
do not see that it is not our 
place to question. 

We one-talent men must be- 
ware of being content with 
things as they are, content with 
inequality and injustice, content 

(Continued on page 29.) 






the same destination. They were 
Dr. Kemp, Mrs. Baxter and Mr. and 
Mrs. Trevize. After a day-long tour, 
the group were guests for dinner 
at the parsonage. 


hurch Worship Aids 
or over a quarter of a 
rite for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 


70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 





That Tt ay. Mav All Be One 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


St. Louls 66, Mo 





MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 


Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
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Dr. Garrett to Bethany 


BETHANY, W. Va.—Leroy Garrett, 
head of the department of philoso- 
phy, at MacMurray College, has 
been appointed head of the depart- 
ment of philosophy here at Bethany 
College. Dr. Garrett, a former 
teacher at Alabama Christian Col- 
lege, is a graduate of Abilene (Tex.) 
Christian College and also holds the 
M.A. degree from Southern Meth- 
Odist University, Dallas, Tex., and 
the Ph.D. degree from Harvard Uni- 
versity. 


@ Des MoINEs, Ia.—Miss Lois Moth- 
ershed, president of the National 
Disciples Student Fellowship, has 
been admitted into the Divinity 
School here at Drake University. 
She will begin her studies this fall. 
A graduate of Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., she has spent the past 
year serving full time in her posi- 
tion as head of the Disciples stu- 
dent organization. Her home is in 
Little Rock, Ark. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Butler Uni- 
versity has asked the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for a con- 
struction permit to increase the 
power of its commercial FM broad- 
casting station WAJC located here, 
from the present 5,000 watts to 36,- 
330 watts. Height of its antenna 
would be increased from the pres- 
ent 35 feet to 356 feet, giving it a 
much greater area of coverage, and 
a new main studio would be con- 
structed. 


@ Hiram, OHIO—Two administra- 
tive changes here at Hiram College 
have been announced by President 
Paul F. Sharp. Ambrose J. de 
Flumere becomes director of admis- 
sions, while Aaron H. Kelker moves 
from the post of admission director 
to become director designate of 
alumni relations. 


@ CANTON, Mo.—A grant of $57,370, 
awarded to Culver-Stockton College 
by the Charles F. Kettering Foun- 
dation for a unique program of 
science service and vitalization to 
its immediate tri-state community, 
has been announced here by Dr. 
Fred Helsabeck, president of the 
college. The program, over a three- 
year period, will make available a 
traveling science exhibit-lecture and 
consulting service designed to stim- 
ulate interest in scientific achieve- 
ment in all areas of the natural 
sciences. 
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@ WILSON, N. C.—A record summer 
first-term enrollment of 555 stu- 
dents is reported in the summer 
session here at Atlantic Christian 


College. Mrs. Bethany R. Joyner, 
ACC Registrar, said the enrollment 
total was three per cent above that 
registered for the first term last 
summer. 


@ ORANGE, CALIF.—A new brochure 
“Accent on Excellence” has recently 
been printed here concerning Chap- 
man College. A feature is a two- 
page drawing of the master plan 
showing the new buildings to be 
erected during the Decade of De- 
cision. It also gives drawings and 
information concerning the new 
$700,000 library which is scheduled 
for completion in 1962. 


@ Fort WortTH, Tex.—Eleven new 
faculty members have been added 
to the staff here at Texas Christian 
University as the school looks to- 
ward the opening of its 88th session 
in September. This fall also will 
mark the “golden anniversary” of 
the university in its present loca- 
tion. The new school year also will 
see the completion of the new Sad- 
ler administration building, the re- 
modeling of the old ad building into 
a classroom-office structure; and 
the construction of a long-planned 
coliseum. 


@ LYNCHBURG, VA—John Withrow, 
a recent graduate here at Lynch- 
burg College, is spending this sum- 
mer as a member of a peace cara- 
van sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee. Part of 
his time is spent working in a near- 
by day camp and he also is travel- 
ing through several states speaking 
before clubs, church groups, tele- 
vision and camps. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Joseph G. 
Wick, minister of First Christian 
Church, Lafayette, Ind., and a grad- 
uate here of Christian Theological 
Seminary, has been selected to 
speak on the short-wave “Voice of 
America” radio broadcasts this sum- 
mer. He will be presented in a 
series titled, “Profile of an Ameri- 
can” which will be beamed overseas 
in English by VOA. 


@ EUGENE, OrE.—The annual Kel- 
lems Oratorical Contest, held here 
at Northwest Christian College, re- 
sulted in prizes for Roy Lawson, 
Wilma Harman, Marshall Combs, 
Rodney Smith, Carl E. Ihle and 
Glenda McBride. 





RELAX... 


Self-convicted 


A barber arrived at the 
shop quite late one morning. 
The boss asked the reason. 


“I was shaving, as usual,” 
the barber replied. “Then, 
before I realized it, I had 
talked myself into a haircut 
and a shampoo.” 


Fair Play 


I don’t mind the cooking, 
If you'll grant my wishes 
To tidy up the kitchen 
And wash up the dishes. 


—MARY HAMLETT 
GOODMAN 


An old timer is one who re- 
members when being shot 
from a cannon was considered 
fast travel. 

—QUOTE 


Winner 


One fellow drove to Las 
Vegas in a $10,000 automobile 
—and went home in a $100,- 
000 bus. 


Did you hear about the rich 
Texan who wrote a check and 
the bank bounced! 
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USSELL M. BYTHEWOOD, pas- 
tor of the Quindaro Christian 
Church, Kansas City, Kansas, re- 
cently sent us what we believe to 
be an excellent set of suggestions 
for those who are to be baptized 
in any of our Christian churches. 
All too many churches go about 
the service of baptism in a rather 
haphazard manner without giving 
the candidate sufficient training in 
the meaning of baptism and ade- 
quate guidance in the procedures 
that are a part of the service. Con- 
sequently this set of suggestions 
should be especially helpful to the 
worship department of churches 
wishing to prepare a set of instruc- 
tions for candidates. Other congre- 
gations might do well to adapt the 
following ideas in creating a paper 
which could be given to every per- 
son prior to his baptism. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
FOR BAPTISM 


The ordinance of Christian bap- 
tism will be administered next Sun- 
day morning during our morning 
worship which is at 10:50 A.M., or 
such other time as agreed upon. 
We would like you to present your- 
self for this service. 

WHAT TO BRING—Bath towel, 
change of underclothing, handker- 
chief, extra pair of hose, if desired, 
and special clothing mentioned be- 
low. For women—a white rubber 
bathing cap, if available. Also see 
below. These garments should be 
placed on steps of baptistry on ar- 
rival at Sunday church school or 
kept with you until time of dress- 
ing. They may be brought in a 
handbag or wrapped in heavy pa- 
per. Leave wet garments in the 
rooms in which you dress. 

WHAT TO WEAR—Men and 
boys will wear a white shirt (col- 
ored shirt if white is not available) 
and trousers which water will not 
affect. We can furnish white shirts 
of terry cloth where desired. Extra 
sox, if you prefer to wear them 
in the hall and in the baptistry. 
Women and girls will wear white 
underclothing (and hose or sox, if 
desired). White robes, as top gar- 





Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


AUGUST 7, 1960 


TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


ments, and white rubber caps will 
be supplied by the church. You 
may bring your own white cap if 
you have one. 

WHERE TO DRESS—Men will 
dress in the room to the south and 
behind the chancel. Women will 
dress in the ...... room. Officers 
of the church will assist each per- 
son or group, deacons assisting the 
men and boys, deaconesses assisting 
the women and girls. Candidates 
should go to these rooms immedi- 
ately after Sunday church school 
(about 10:40 a.m.) or other time as 
agreed upon, waiting until rooms 
are cleared before starting to dress, 
and dress as quickly as possible. 

FOLLOWING BAPTISM—When 
candidates have dressed they are 
requested to return to the sanctu- 
ary to participate in the observance 
of the Lord’s Supper as part of the 
worship service. Candidates may 
be seated with their family or 
friends. 


AFTER THE CHURCH SERV- 
ICE—Do not hurry away, but give 
friends in the church opportunity 
to greet you. Reclaim your wet 
garments from the room in which 
you left them, taking them home 
with you. 

PREPARATORY READING —It 
is suggested that candidates read 
the following Scriptures preceding 
the serevice of baptism. These are 
self-explanatory but help to explain 
our interpretation of Christian bap- 
tism: Matthew 3:5-6, 11:13-17, 28: 
19; Mark 16:16; John 3:5, 22:23-26; 
Acts 2:38-41, 8:12-13, 36-39, 10:37, 
47-48; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 
1:13-17, 12:13; Galatians 3:27; Co- 
lossians 2:12; and 1 Peter 3:20-21. 

The other ordinance of our 
church is the Lord’s Supper, which 
we observe each Lord’s Day as a 
part of our worship service. 

We welcome you into the mem- 
bership of our church and trust you 
will enter wholeheartedly into its 
program and fellowship. 


UTR 





“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 


The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 





“| keep hearing 
BENEVOLENT 


EMPHASIS...” 


Is Your Church 
Organized for 
Benevolent 
Outreach? 


@ Do your Fellowships and 
and groups have some project 
for “Your Other Family”? 

e Has your Church Board in- 
cluded the NBA Homes in 
your church budget? 

e Are plans under way for a 
representative Christmas Of- 
fering for Benevolence from 
your Church and Church 
School? 

© Is your church planning Be- 
nevolence giving in such a 
way that our NBA Homes are 

of continuing main- 
tenance? 

©@ Will your church be listed in 
the Front Line and Victory 
lists of Benevolent rank? 

® Will you write NBA Head- 
quarters how your church is 
organized for Benevolence— 
and what program do you 
have for the elderly members 
in your church? 
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—Christian Unity 
(Continued from page 9.) 


the names to be worn, the new 
birth, tests of faith, and all other 
matters actually essential to the 
Christian life—we have no opin- 
ion for we need none. Here the 
Scriptures speak; and where the 
Scriptures speak we speak; where 
they are silent, we are silent. 


While Thomas Campbell continued 
to preach, and to teach, the rest 
of his life, his principal contribu- 
tion, in addition to his great “Dec- 
laration and Address,” lay in the 
counsel and assistance he gave his 
famous son. This change in leader- 
ship came easily, naturally, and in 
the fullness of time following the 
great sermon on “The _ Law,” 
preached by Alexander before the 
Redstone Baptist Association at 
Cross Creek, Va., in August, 1816. 

Delivered almost by chance, this 
sermon first proclaimed the now 
generally recognized truth, then bit- 
terly opposed by the established 
churches, that Christ came to ful- 
fill and to supplant the Jewish law. 
In this sermon, young Alexander 
Campbell undertook to do for the 
modern age what the great Apostle 
Paul had done for his time; to prove 
that the Christian gospel is a new 
institution, and not a mere extension 
or modification of the Hebrew legal 
system. In so doing, he swept aside 
the confusion of many ages and 
burnished brightly the plea for the 
union of all believers under Christ. 

To implement his plea for the re- 
turn to New Testament practices 
as a basis for unity, Alexander 
Campbell began the publication in 
1823 at Buffalo, Virginia, now Beth- 
any, West Virginia, of a monthly 
paper, The Christian Baptist, dedi- 
cated to all those “who, willing to 
have all religious tenets and prac- 
tices tried by the Divine Word, and 
who, feeling themselves in duty 
bound to search the Scriptures for 
themselves, are disposed to reject 
all doctrines and commandments of 
men, and to obey the truth; holding 
fast the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” 

This monthly journal, which de- 
veloped into the equally famous 
Millennial Harbinger in 1830, while 
often attacked as iconoclastic be- 
cause of its vigorous assaults on 
the vested interests of the time, 
contained some of the most irrefu- 
table arguments in favor of unity and 
against human creeds, to be found 
in any writings outside the New 
Testament itself. 

In the March, 1824, issue of The 
Christian Baptist, in an article en- 
titled “The Foundation of Hope and 
Christian Union,” Alexander Camp- 
bell reminds us that this founda- 
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tion “established by the author and 
founder of Christianity is this: Be- 
lief of one fact and submission to 
one institution. The one fact,” said 
Mr. Campbell, “is that Jesus the 
Nazarene is the Messiah; the one 
institution is baptism.” 


The same view is expressed in his 
great work on Christian faith and 
practice, The Christian System, pub- 
lished twelve years later in 1836, 
and which for two generations was 
a constant handbook and reference 
for every devout Restorationist who 
could afford its cost. It was an ex- 
position of Mr. Campbell’s own be- 
liefs, which other Christians could 
accept, or reject, without prejudice 
to their own standing as Christians. 
The right to opinions different from 
his own, instead of being a bar to 
fellowship, was the very essence of 
Alexander Campbell’s beliefs, and 
from this position he never wavered, 
although some of those who came 
after him, claiming him as their 
leader, allocated to themselves an 
exclusiveness to salvation which Mr. 
Campbell himself not only never 
claimed but consistently fought all 
his life. 


For Alexander Campbell trod a 
new pathway to heaven. He was 
not a reformer of the existing es- 
tablished churches. Instead, he ad- 
vocated a return “to the ancient 
order of things”; the apostolic sim- 
plicities of the New Testament 
church. Like all great leaders, he 
was misunderstood and misrepre- 
sented, and much maligned. He suf- 
fered vituperation, and even prison. 
But he endured. Few men climbed 
to the heights with him. His mes- 
sage was new, sweeping away as it 
did the theological rubbish of the 
ages. He avoided the terminology 
of the Seminaries and spoke in the 
language of the Scriptures, and his 
very simplicity in many instances 
was a hindrance rather than a help. 
But in nothing was he more mis- 
understood and misrepresented than 
in his uncompromising catholicity, 
against which the narrow sectarian- 
ism of his time severly revolted, and 
revolts today. 


Campbell never held that a return 
to New Testament Christianity, and 
an acceptance of all that he thought 
constituted that return, were iden- 
tical. At no time did he abrogate 
all knowledge to himself and those 
like him. To the end of his days 
he was an unceasing seeker after 
revealed truth, and he never hesi- 
tated to change his position when 
additional light on the truth was 
revealed to him through the Word 
of God. We are all seekers after 
truth based upon the confession of 
Peter, the most fundamental and 
most important declaration in his- 
tory—that Jesus Christ is the Mes- 
siah, the Son of God. Upon that 





fundamental fact, as Paul said, other 
foundations can no man lay. From 
that supreme truth, which is the 
grand principle of the Restoration 
Movement, and which gives us our 
validity in the Christian world to- 
day, Alexander Campbell never 
wavered and never retreated. 

But that does not mean he had 
a rigid, closed mind. He was never 
static in his thinking and he never 
hesitated to renounce error, once 
convinced of it, and to champion 
the eternal verities as they were 
more clearly revealed to him. Alex- 
ander Campbell had a free mind, 
bound only by fundamental truth. 
His whole life was a continuing 
search, and exposition of the terms 
of Christian unity and fellowship. 
In this respect he was unlike many 
of the clergy of his day of whom he 
once wrote in the Millennial Har- 
binger: “They are very similar to 
the posts or pillars we find along 
our state and county roads which 
are pointing the traveler to the right 
way, while they, themselves, never 
move an inch in that direction.” 

But such rigid immobility did not 
exist in Alexander Campbell. Hear 
his confession in the Christian Bap- 


‘tist in 1826: 


I was once so straight that, 
like the Indian’s tree, I leaned a 
little the other way. I was once 
so strict a Separatist that I would 
neither pray nor sing praises with 
anyone who was not as perfect as 
I supposed myself to be. In this 
most unpopular course I persisted 
until I discovered the mistake and 
saw that on the principle em- 
braced in my conduct, there never 
could be a congregation or a 
church upon the earth... . Dear 
sir, this plan of making our own 
nest, and fluttering over our own 
brood; of building our own tent, 
and confining all goodness and 
grace to our noble selves and the 
“elect few” who are like us, is the 
quintessence of sublimated phari- 
saism. 


Alexander Campbell changed his 
ming as a youth of twenty as to 
the validity of human creeds, and 
forever renounced them; he changed 
his mind as to the method and de- 
sign of baptism and, rejecting his 
own baptism as imperfect, accepted 
immersion as the Scriptural symbol 
for him of the death and resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. 

He changed his mind as to the 
value of Sunday Schools, and of 
special training for ministers, and 
upon his own farm at Bethany, 
West Virginia, he established Beth- 
any College, the first institution of 
higher learning in the world founded 
upon the Bible as a basic textbook. 
He changed his mind in regard to 
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More Than 
Bricks and Mortar 


No church building can be erected without 
these basic building materials, but even more 
fundamental is the financial foundation which 
must first be laid. 


Every year Church Extension loans millions of 
dollars to finance Christian church building 
programs. During the decade of the 60's 
greater sums will be needed. A large portion 
of this financing will be provided by the 
thousands of individuals across the Brotherhood 
who deposit their savings in Church Extension. 


31% PASSBOOK ACCOUNTS 


4% INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES 


Forward the request form below for more in- 
formation on how your savings can earn gen- 
erous interest returns while helping build 
Christian churches. 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 





Devotional Life 


In Green Pastures. By Jane Mer- 
chant. 110 pages. $1.50. 

The Bible Speaks to Daily Needs. 
By Georgia Harkness. 94 pages. 
Abingdon Press. $1.50. 


More and more people are seek- 
ing aids for their devotional life. 
Two books recently off the press 
have been written to meet this 
need. Each contains’ eighty-six 
short meditations which cover a 
wide range of personal problems. 
Neither follows the usual format 
of such volumes. Georgia Harkness 
in The Bible Speaks to Daily 
Needs begins each meditation with 
an introduction of a common need 
and follows this with passages of 
scripture which speak to this need. 
Then she poses two or three search- 
ing questions and closes with a 
brief original prayer. 

In Green Pastures by Jane Mer- 
chant is a little book which can be 
read again and again for inspiration 
and encouragement. Each devotion 
contains scripture, a poem by the 
author and a prayer. Perhaps be- 
cause Miss Merchant is a semi-in- 
valid she has the ability to touch 
the heart with her simple, warm 
and sensitive style. 

While In Green Pastures appeals 
through the heart to the individual, 
Miss Harkness, who has been highly 
educated, reaches her reader 
through a challenge to his thought. 
This makes The Bible Speaks to 
Daily Needs a fine book for group 
discussion as well as for individual 
devotion. 

Each volume, in its own way, of- 
fers a unique contribution to the 
seeker for devotional aids.—Mrs. 
LESLIE R. SMITH 


Book of Sermons 


Evangelical Sermons of Our Day. 
Edited by Andrew W. Blackwood. 
Harper and Brothers. 383 pages. 
$5.95. 


Thirty-seven sermons are gath- 
ered together in this collection sub- 
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‘‘¥You Are What You Read’? 


mitted by preachers representing a 
score of different communions. The 
homilies are introduced by the edi- 
tor in a splendid statement assess- 
ing the strength and weakness of 
evangelical preaching and offering 
suggestions for its improvement. It 
is written in characteristic Black- 
woodian clarity and simplicity. One 
of the most appreciated features of 
the book is the page of prefatory 
notes preceding each sermon in 
which Blackwood analyzes and 
points up the central theme of the 
message. (In most cases the alert 
reader could discover this for him- 
self, but these editorial comments 
save him the effort!) 


Only one sermon in the volume 
is by a Disciple—Myron J. Taylor, 
minister of the Boulevard Church, 
Toledo, Ohio. We may well pause 
to reflect on the significance of this 
fact and to consider in its light the 
character of the preaching in our 
brotherhood today. Are we not an 
evangelical and Biblical people? At 
any rate, we can take pride in the 
quality of Mr. Taylor’s contribution. 
In this reviewer’s judgment it is one 
of the finest in the book. 

Four impressions remain with me 
after spending several hours with 
these published sermons. First, the 
concern for men’s souls is obviously 
the dominant passion in all the mes- 
sages. Every preacher is motivated 
by a sense of evangelistic urgency. 
Second, there is a marked absence 
of philosophical content in the 
treatment of themes. No appeal is 
made to the authority of the great 
systems of thought which run the 
gamut from Platonic idealism to 
Heideggerian existentialism. In 37 
sermons neither Plato nor Kierke- 
gaard is even mentioned! Third, 
these preachers are all strongly 
Biblical in their orientation. Man’s 
condition is addressed in Scriptural 
terms and truth, not in sociological 
or psychological dogmas. It is re- 
freshing to be referred to Christ for 
salvation rather than to Freud, 
Jung, Durkheim and Riesman. 
Fourth, sentimentalism has not been 






completely overcome in conserva- 
tive theological circles. There are 
more than a few emotion-laden ex- 
pressions and appeals in these 
pages. 

For a cross-section of contempo- 
rary preaching in the classical or- 
thodox (reformation) tradition, one 
could not do better than consult 
Evangelical Sermons of Our Day.— 
FRED P. THOMPSON, JR. 


Nonviolence 


The Power of Nonviolence. By 
Richard B. Gregg. Second Revised 
Edition, 1959. Fellowship Publica- 
tions. 192 pages. $2.50. 


For the first time in American 
history the average citizen is be- 
coming acquainted with the power 
of nonviolence through the activi- 
ties and influence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Heretofore “passive” re- 
sistance was made known mainly 
through newspaper reports of dem- 
onstrations by M. K. Gandhi and 
his followers in India. 


This volume, first published in 
1935 but recently revised for the 
second time, is a brief but definitive 
study of nonviolence as a way of 
life. It is not a discussion of the 
philosophy of nonviolence; it begins 
with documented modern examples 
of nonviolent resistance and ex- 
plains the psychology, methods, 
procedures and organization of non- 
violence in modern culture. 

The author of this book, Richard 
B. Gregg, speaks with some author- 
ity. He has written several books 
and has spent much time in India 
making firsthand studies of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi’s program at various 
intervals since 1925. 

In these days when pacifism is 
thought by many to be a mere relic 
of the past but when nonviolence 
is being dramatically employed by 
the southern Negro as a means of 
gaining his civil rights, this book 
deserves a wide reading and its 
procedures wide acceptance.— 
CHARLES E. DIETZE 
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—Committed to Christ 
(Continued from page 23.) 


with the old worn-out routines 
of our human version of the 
Church of God. We must take 
care lest discontented minds 
make us sterile in stewardship, 
where atrophy is nothing but an 
impediment in the path of others. 
How often we waste time in be- 
wailing what we lack instead of 
making use of what we have and 
when we are silent when we 
should speak we encourage evil 
by our own default. 


The negation of stewardship 
which can mark the one-talent 
man brings the one reward you 
would expect—just nothing. He 
who does not use his opportuni- 
ties for stewardship will lose 
them as the holy men of India 
lose the use of their atrophied 
limbs. 


“For unto everyone that hath 
shall be given and he shall have 
abundance; but from him that 
hath not, even that which he 
hath shall be taken away.” (Matt. 
25:29.) 


God knows that the Church in 
the world today is in desperate 
need of every single talent we 
can muster. Even so we give 
them, not because the Church 
needs them but because so to 
give is at the heart of our Chris- 
tian life. 

The call of our Convention 
theme is crystal clear. First we 
must examine ourselves to find 
out just what our several talents 
are. So many of us are like the 
disciples: 


“Having eyes, we see not.” 
(Mark 8:18.) 
What about our abilities? 


What a various multitude there 
are! Talents for prayer, friend- 
ship and enlightening conversa- 
tion—talents for a hundred and 
one hum-drum jobs without the 
faithful doing of which the on- 
going of the Church would falter 
—talents for leadership, teach- 
ing, witnessing—talents for 
faithfulness and dependability— 
talents for doing little things 
well—talents for sharing experi- 
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ence, counselling and witnessing 
—talents for organising, plan- 
ning and spurring others to use 
their own talents for the glory 
of God. 


There is at least one job we can 
do just a little better than any- 
one else, otherwise God would not 
have put us in our own place 
in his world. Let us pray, as 
Paul prayed with the Ephesians: 


“That God, the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the all-glorious 
Father, will give us spiritual wis- 
dom and insight to know more 
of Him; that we may receive that 
inner illumination of the Spirit 
which will make us realize how 
great is the hope to which He 
is calling us and how tremendous 
is the power available to us who 
believe in God.” (Ephesians 1: 
17f, Phillips translation.) 


And our stewardship of 
money, what of that? It is but 
one facet of the diamond after 
all but it usually assumes too 
large a place in our own steward- 
ship to the exclusion of so much 
else. Perhaps this is because we 
are not wholly giving ourselves. 
Most of Christ’s followers are so 
fallibly human, however, that 
nearly half of all his parables 
deal with the stewardship of 
money. That is why the law of 
Moses laid down strict rules 
about the dedication of the first- 
fruits and the giving of the 
tenth. There are those today 
who declare that the giving of 
the tenth is but our duty and 
that we do not truly begin to 
give of our money until the tenth 
of what we have has been made 
over. Here again, we must re- 
solve to let the prompting of the 
Spirit be our guide. Let us be 
clear none the less, that our 
stewardship of money, as of all 
else, is equally concerned with 
what we give away as with how 
we use what we retain. 

The most important question 
of all in this business of stew- 
ardship is to ask ourselves how 
much more purposefully we can 
use the talents we have. Is 
there one among us who can 
claim that he is giving of his 
time, abilities and money to the 
uttermost? How many of us 


need daily to be reminded as Je- 
sus reminded his listeners: 
“When we have done every- 
thing that we are told to do, we 
can say we ‘are not much good 
as servants, for we have only 
done what we ought to do.’” 
(Luke 18:10, Phillips translation.) 


Perfection in stewardship is 
beyond our reach, but that sim- 
ply means there is always room 
for improvement. For the Chris- 
tian there is always the second 
mile. The whole of our thought 
this week is a challenge, a chal- 
lenge to do something more, or 
something better than we have 
ever done before. 

We must be forever on the 
watch for our Lord’s prompting, 
so that when we hear his knocks 
we may hasten to open to him. 
Let us take care not to be like 
the foolish girls who forgot to 
get in a reserve of oil for their 
lamps and were badly caught out 
when the cry arose that “the 
bridegroom is coming!”—they 
panicked and begged in vain 
from the more prudent for some 
of their oil, rushed out to buy 
some in the market, only to find 
the bridegroom had arrived and 
that the door was bolted and 
barred against them. 

A spurned opportunity for 
stewardship is more often than 
not an opportunity gone forever. 
No, rather let us be as the wise 
virgins who laid in a good stock 
of oil for their lamps and who 
were thus able to rise up and 
take their lighted lamps and go 
forth to meet the Bridegroom 
and lead him in with joy. “Watch 
therefore,” Jesus summed up, 
“for you will not know when the 
bridegroom will come; whether 
at eventide; or at midnight; or 
at cock-crowing; or in the morn- 
ing; lest, coming suddenly, He 
find you sleeping” ... and then 
He said, “and what I say unto 
you Peter, I say to you all, 
Watch!” 


Father, hear the prayer we 


offer, 
Not for ease that prayer 
shall be, 
But for strength that we may 
ever 


Live our lives courageously. 


(1021) 29 








“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Words and Deeds 


Editor, The Christian: 


I would like to share with you 
some of the thoughts that occurred 
to me as I read, in Christian fellow- 
ship, the April 3, 1960, issue of The 
Christian. 


The article by William J. Notting- 
ham, page 5, “Division of the church 
is a tragedy about which we must 
pray’—Amen. Disciples of Christ 
believe in Christian unity. ‘Essen- 
tially, intentionally and _ constitu- 
tionally one.” It seems I have 
heard this idea expounded before. 
So let’s add the factual truth, “As 
long as it’s done our way.” 


} have read two, and am reading 
on the third, book of Roman Cath- 
olic doctrine and law—books not 
written by converts or schismatic 
authors, but by priests for lay and 
scholastic pursuance. They also de- 
sire union, yes, but how? That we 
return as the prodigal son to his 
father’s fold. Their way! 


“Reliigon Racketeers,” page 11. 
Some men will stop at nothing, 
stoop to any means to gain an un- 
worked-for dollar. God, men or 
morals mean nothing to them. 
Sometimes I wonder if our whole 
legislative body does not actually 
believe they can support all by na- 
tional charity with not even one 
person having to work. 


Regarding the article, “Air Force 
Secretary Testifies on Manual,” has 
it ever occurred to anyone that the 
communists will use any method to 
the furtherance of their doctrine? 
The church is not immune. So why 
the relentless defense of a doubtful 
institution, the National Council? 


On the church school lesson of 
the day, “Humility Before God,” yes, 
humility is commendable, but one 
should not practice it by going 
around like a lovesick pup, wagging 
its tail because someone gives it a 
kind work. I depore this present- 
day fawning upon and flattering of 
persons because they have a bank 
account superior to ours or hold a 
position of more prestige. And the 
dogmatic use of tables of diplomatic 
ranks makes me sick at the stom- 
ach when I realize how far back 
to old country standards America 
has fallen. 


America, arise, return to the 
faith. Follow not the broad and 
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—Alexander Campbell 


easy way; it leads but to destruc- 
tion. 

My Bible says, “Believe and thou 
shalt be saved.” Tell of that sal- 
vation in both word and deed or be 
lost. 

As a nation our deeds do not up- 
hold our words. I stand on the 
Word.—M. M. HILiarp, Portage, 
Ohio. 

Puzzled 


Editor, The Christian: 


We have this to deal with out 
our way: Three good strong 
churches have adopted different 
policies in the matter of missionary 
giving. 

Church No. one: All giving, as 
from the congregation, must be 
sent to the interests, agencies and 
institutions reporting to the Inter- 
national Convention. Any gift other 
than to these can be sent, but only 
as from an individual, not as from 
the church. 

Church No. two: Here the reverse 
—no gift can be sent by the church 
to any cause related to the Inter- 
national Convention; gifts may be 
forwarded however, by the church, 
but only as given by individuals, 
not by the church. 

Church No. three: The policy 
here is that the church will remit 
any missionary, benevolent or edu- 
cational offering as the giver may 
desire, there being no discrimina- 
tion or desire to dictate. 

These are churches that give lib- 
erally. They are all in the same 
state and not far apart. They are 
directed in their policies by intelli- 
gent men, devoted to gospel con- 
quest abroad and to peace and good 
will in the home church. They are 
ministered to by _ representative 
preachers. In regard to the present 
controversial issue their policies 
vary. Which is the better way? 
Somebody help me; I’m puzzled.— 
S. S. Lappin, Bedford, Ind. 


Fathers, Take Note 


Editor, The Christian: 


May I comment on the bring- 
ing up of boys and girls by their 
parents, fathers in particular, as 
mentioned in the article on page 5 
of the May 1, 1960, The Christian, 
by Ellis Cowling and H. Preston 
James? 

These men have done a very ex- 
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cellent job of explaining the ups 
and downs of bringing up children. 

I would suggest in addition to 
their articles, another Christian 
idea; a father at all times must 
trust in the Lord and not lean to 
his own understanding (Proverbs 
3:5), and seek that precious wisdom 
also mentioned in Proverbs 2:1-7.— 
C. C. ALBERTS, Tampa, Fla. 


Warren Hastings 
Editor, The Christian: 


The passing of Dr. Hastings 
seemed so sudden and unexpected. 
We had not anticipated anything of 
the sort. 

He must have been a very busy 
man, yet he found time to write 
his realistic “parables” for The 
Christian. 

He was able to bring forth treas- 
ures from the wealth of his ex- 
periences, and the incidents which 
he related were illuminating and 
inspirational. 

His pastorate must have been a 
great enterprise in a strategic loca- 
tion. Where a nation’s capital is 
religiously right, it augurs well for 
the welfare of a land... . 

Dr. Hastings was an exponent and 
expositor in the way of the Lord in 
a situation and environment where 
such witness was significantly of 
avail—H. C. WINTER, Perry, Ohio 


Helpful Article 


Editor, The Christian: 


This is just a note to express our 
appreciation for the article in The 
Christian of May 15, 1960, “Dear 
New Member.” We moved recent- 
ly, and Mr. Pugh’s article helped us 
to understand what we have been 
feeling as we “start from scratch” 
again.— Harry J. MARTIN, Oakland, 
Calif. 


Thank You 


Editor, The Christian: 

May I just say that I eagerly wait 
for The Christian to be placed on 
my desk each Monday morning. If 
“everything stops for tea” in Eng- 
land, it is true to say that every- 
thing stops for The Christian when 
it arrives at our church. I have 
noticed that the assistant minis- 
ter, DCE and secretarial staff pause 
to peruse its pages——FRANK ED- 
MUND SEE, Casper, Wyo. 
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Use Bethany Uniform Lessons: fone Better! 


the Bethany Bible Teacher 


Newly organized lesson material! The leader's material for each lesson is now 

immediately adjacent to the pupil's material. There are also weekly articles 
on biblical interpretation and modern-day illustrations, suggested audio- 
visuals, and guidance for class discussion. In addition, one section is 
devoted to lesson planning for teachers of intermediates and seniors, 
and another for the teachers of young people and adults. 
75 cents per copy. 
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Student tions. 


A 13-session development of the Uniform Lesson 
Series. This 64-page quarterly gives emphasis 
on concrete suggestions for applying Bible lessons 
to daily living. Each lesson includes: the Sun- 
day's particular Bible lesson, an i 

on its meaning and background by Dwight E. 
Stevenson, commentary on the lesson with mod- 
ern application, and sections of discussion ques- 
25 cents per copy. 


the Bethany Pocket Quarterly 


A pocket-sized, 48-page quarterly 
and women who have little time to study the 
lesson. Complete with Scripture, background 
material, 


densed version of the Bethany Bible Student. 
15 cents per copy. 
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—Christian Unity 
(Continued from page 26.) 


cooperative work among the church- 
"es. 

But nothing he ever did was more 
thoroughgoing in its reversal of 
himself than in the matter of fel- 
lowship at the Lord’s Table. As a 
very young man, Alexander Camp- 
bell was a strict, closed communion- 
ist. In middle life he had so com- 
pletely reversed himself that he 
wrote for all to read in the Millen- 
nial Harbinger in 1850 that such 
a position “was the very spirit of 
guile from which every pure and 
generous and sensitive heart recoils 
in mortification and disgust.” 

This is a strong statement, and a 
complete reversal of his previous 
conviction. But due principally to 
his leadership, the practice of open 
communion is accepted and followed 
each Lord’s Day by all branches of 
our Brotherhood in this country 
today. 

“Truth alone is eternal,” Campbell 
wrote in 1836 to Elder William 
Jouse of London. “But still the 
question recurs, What will we say? 
That every truth is alike important? 
No, certainly. For then on earth 
there could never be union. All 
Bible truths are therefore nowhere 
in that book propounded as either 
necessary to salvation or as pre- 
requisites to union and communion 
among brethren. <A person may 
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understand and believe with all his 
heart a thousand truths, recorded 
in the sacred page, such as the 
martyrdom of Noah, the age of 
Methuselah, the flood, the building 
of Babel, etc., and still live without 
God, without Christ, and without 
hope of heaven. 


“That truth which pacifies the 
conscience, which purifies the heart 
and reconciles to God,” he went on 
to say, “that truth is the bond of 
union in the family of God. For 
certainly that which reconciles a 
sinner to God ought to reconcile him 
to his fellows; and that which brings 
the peace of heaven into his soul 
ought to promote the peace with 
all men, especially with the house- 
hold of faith. Hence it is that 
nothing is proposed as a bond of 
peace on earth other than the bond 
of peace in heaven, which is all 
comprehended in the cardinal and 
sublime proposition that Jesus the 
Nazarene is the Messiah, the Son 
of God.” 

But Campbell’s insistence upon 
this tenet as the simple basis for 
the union of Christ’s followers 
brought disapproval from many 
quarters in his time, as it does in 
ours. Nevertheless, it remains the 
only basis for Christian union which 
can bring into being a truly catho- 
lic or universal church. Its unique- 
ness, and its distinction, is that 
it affords a plea based upon those 
essentials upon which all Christians 


can agree. And in that we are 
truly catholic, a word often on the 
lips of our Restoration forefathers. 
“Our doctrine is catholic, very cath- 
olic,” said Mr. Campbell during the 
Rice debate. “Not Roman catholic, 
nor Greek catholic, but simply cath- 
olic.” 

And so it is. We present to the 
world a catholic creed, the confes- 
sion that Jesus is the Christ, the 
only begotten Son of God a catho- 
lic name, Christian; a catholic 
book of authority, the Bible; a catho- 
lic mode of baptism, immersion; a 
catholic brotherhood, “By this shall 
all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, that ye have love one to an- 
other.” (John 13:34-35 KJV) 


As a Brotherhood we have suf- 
fered our wounds, and our heart- 
aches, and our divisions, and our 
differences of opinion. We have 
also had our triumphs. In the 
Providence of God it is our privilege 
in a crucial age to declare and to 
witness that the Church of Christ 
is One, as men are one, and as the 
Father and the Savior are One. 
We take note only of the shining 
hours, and like Alexander Campbell, 
go forward in our faith as work- 
men who needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, 
seeking always the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. 

May the Almighty and Merciful 
Father grant that we shall ever 
remain true to that sacred trust. 
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Let’s Talk It Over 


QUESTION: Our minister has 
so many good qualities that it 
is a shame to see him ruin his 
ministry with his weaknesses. 
He will preach three or four 
great sermons and then the 
very next Sunday take all the 
sermon time ranting and rav- 
ing about something he does 
not like. He gets his way at 
board meetings by bulldozing 
the board and then talks about 
how he hates board meetings. 


He is always telling us how 


busy he is. 


ANSWER: If any minister 
thinks this question came from 
his church it might be well for 
him to look in the mirror and 
see if he fits the picture. Some 
allowance should be given to 
the columnist to change the 
question or to put two or three 
questions into one, which I have 
done. 

At times I suppose all of us 
ministers have been guilty of 
producing more “sound and 
foam” than anything else. An 
American Indian was. once 
asked what he thought of a ser- 
mon he had just heard. His re- 
ply was “loud thunder, big 
wind, no rain.” When any min- 
ister takes the sermon time to 
rant and rave he should know 
that he may be producing loud 
thunder and a big wind but 
that there is little chance of 
any refreshing rain. 

Every minister should have 
the right on Monday morning 
to go into his study, lock the 
door, and give vent to inner- 
most feelings but when he 
climbs the pulpit stairs on Sun- 


Dr. Davison died June 28, 1960. 
In tribute to him we are continu- 
ing to rum the columns we have 
on hand. 


day he should remember that 
he is God’s spokesman and 
should conduct himself as God’s 
man. 

This particular minister 
must know much more about 
bulldozing than I do for I was 
never able to accomplish any- 
thing with an official board by 
using that method. I have al- 
ways found that molasses 
draws more flies than vinegar. 
Maybe that is not a good figure 
of speech to use for flies can be 
very bothersome at _ times. 
What I am trying to do is to 
repeat what I have said in this 
column many times: “There is 
no room for a dictator in the 
church—either in the pulpit or 
the pew.” 

Today I received a letter 
from a good friend of mine sev- 
eral hundred miles away from 
where I live. In his letter this 
friend told of a fellow minis- 
ter preaching on a subject that 
was displeasing to the chair- 
man of the official board. The 
chairman met this minister of 
the gospel as he came out of 
the pulpit and told him that he 
was fired. I am not sitting in 
judgment for I do not know all 
the facts involved but I would 
like to ask the chairman who 
gave him power to dismiss a 
minister who was called to 
serve an entire church. 

One of my pet peeves is the 
minister who wants to impress 
people with how busy he is. If 
he is worth his salt he will be 
a busy man but he does not 
need to shout his engagements 
from the house-top. It is usu- 
ally the pastor of the smallest 
church that makes the most 
noise about his busy schedule. 
I am proud to count among my 
dear friends some who are pas- 
tors of our largest churches. I 
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never remember hearing any of 
them whining (or bragging) 
about how busy they are and 
yet I have a sneaking suspicion 
that every one of these friends, 
like scores of other great 
preachers, has his date book 
filled to overflowing. 

I have a prized letter from 
a man I have never even seen 
and have heard only on the 
radio. Just why a busy min- 
ister like Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick would take time out to 
write me a letter of commenda- 
tion I do not know, but appar- 
ently a “major” prophet of our 
day found time to write one of 
the “minor” prophets a word of 
encouragement. 

All this leads me to suggest 
that you magnify the good 
qualities of your pastor and 
earnestly pray that when he 
grows up he will mend his 
faulty manners and _ perhaps 
help lead his generation out of 
the wilderness of a “hot tem- 
per” and “exalted opinion” into 
the promised land of “gentle- 
ness of spirit’ and “complete 
consecration.” 


Church Chuckles 
by CARTWRIGHT 


“Guess we'd better mail 
oe a check in the morn- 
a 





